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Effect of Drawing Education on the Perceptual Ability of the Right Brain
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It is said that children start drawing when they are about one-and-a-half years old, and by the time they are four years old they will start
drawing faces represented by contours and several lines. The ability to draw what you see is common to all humans, but this ability varies from
person to person and is often attributed to talent. On the other hand, in design thinking, which has been attracting attention as a problem-solving
method in recent years, sketching is recommended as a method for abductive reasoning and drawing is expected to be used for comprehensive
creative activities. "Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain,” published by Dr. Betty Edwards in 1979, explains that the perceptual ability of the
right brain is more important than drawing skill and the book introduces a method of upside down drawing as a practice to realize this.

The purpose of this study is to obtain knowledge about the relationship between perception and drawing and to serve as the basis for
research aimed at using drawing for comprehensive creative activities. Design students who have mastered drawing techniques and humanities
students who have not received formal instruction on drawing were asked to draw and analyze two types of illustrated human faces, upside
down and right side up. The results showed that while many humanities students were able to draw better upside down, many design students
did not show any difference in drawing ability between the two orientations, indicating that formal instruction on drawing affects the perceptual
ability of the right brain. However, factor analysis also suggested that other factors influence the understanding of facial impressions.
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