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Caves on the Persian Gulf and the possibility of Iranian Buddhism
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Several eminent researchers have already accepted the claim that the Buddhism did indeed reach the western Iranian plateau. They
thought that they had found some testimonies in favor of the Buddhism’s presence in western Iran in D the Persian place-name “Naw Bahar
= (Nava Vihara in Skt.),” @ the Buddha-legend in Arabic literature (via Manichaean Middle Persian literature) , and 3 Iranian Sufism. But they
overlooked the more likely archaeological evidences dated to Sasanian time in the Persian Gulf: namely the Chehel Khane cave and the
Qal‘at-e HeydarT cave.

In this tentative paper, | would like to argue that both caves can be interpreted as ruins of Buddhism in the western Iranian plateau brought not
by way of the Land Silkroad but via the Maritime Silkroad. Because the Sasanian periods seems to have been the acme of the Persian interest
in the Maritime trade in the Indian Ocean, many researchers believe that the trade route between the Persian Gulf and Sri Lanka was flourishing.
At the present stage of my research, however, there are only circumstantial indications of a possibility of Iranian Buddhism, not a proof.
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