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Abstract

The goal of this research is to clear the actual conditions of the “The city of music”, which
has been increased all over Japan. The project of“The city of music” is a kind of element of
city development to revitalize the local community. But there is no common definition for
“The city of music”, and no special authorization for it. It’s only a project for each local
government to promote in its own way.

The first object 1s to know how many local governments promote the project so called“The
city of music’( ongakunomachi or gakuto in Japanese) . According to the national survey on
December in 2017, over 70 local governments from Hokkaido to Okinawa promotes this
project. It means the project of “The city of music” becomes so popular issue for local
governments.

The second object is to clear the issue. The main actors for the project“The city of music”
are local government, foundation, and citizen including amateur musician and music group,
College of Music and so on. I approached to each actor and find the details of the system,
operation of facilities, activities of culture program. From the point of view, I examine“The
city of music” as the culture issue of local government.

To analyze the research, I use the Nakagawa model based on “The cultural policy of local
government in decentralization age ~Aim for comprehensive evaluation ~” written by Ikuo
Nakagawa who is recognized as the best researcher for cultural policy of local government
(Keisou Bookstore 2001 ). It is written in that book that “To establish the city identity,
Citizen, local government, specialist should participate and discuss for that project”. On the
basis of Nakagawa’s saying, I tried to focus local government, foundation as a specialist, and
citizen, and also to examine the cooperation between them.

The third object is to clear the issue and future prospect of“The city of music”. Through
them, I describe the cooperation between local government and citizen, between business
community and local community.

For the specific research, I picked up Kawasaki City in Kanagawa Prefecture, “The city of
music” in Kawasaki started in 2004 as a pioneer and continue the project till now. Kawasaki
City built“Muza Kawasaki symphony Hall” , full scale hall of 1997 seats, .as the most
symbolic place. Then Kawasaki signed a franchise agreement with The Tokyo Symphonic
Orchestra to expand“The city of music” more. Kawasaki City invests 100% to Kawasaki
Cultural Foundation for management of the“Muza Kawasaki Symphony Hall” and other
various projects and programs. In Asao Ward, where a lot of new residence lives, many of

musicians, amateur orchestra, music groups enjoy music actively than any other cities.
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I picked up Kawasaki City as main research area, and the research is useful for not only
Kawasaki City but also other local government in many points. To compare with Kawasaki
City, I also research Hamamatsu City, the first“The city of music” in Japan. Hamamatsu City
is registered in UNESCO as one of the creative city in the music field. That is the first
registered city in Japan.

Through the research, three points are evaluated.

1) Each sector such as local government, foundation , and citizen, makes serious efforts to
promote the“The city of music” as the culture issue of local government.

2) The promotion committee for“The city of music” is settled. Kawasaki City has a lot of rich
music resources such as“Muza Kawasaki symphony Hall” , two Collage of Music, franchised
Tokyo Symphonic Orchestra, organizations of amateur groups. This is the extremely strong
cultural resources than any other local governments.

3) Before starting the promotion of “The city of music”’, the committee of Music Festival is
settled in each ward, especially in Asao Ward, and managed with Ward Office.

As a result, the issues of“The city of music” in Kawasaki City is as follows:

The first, the power to promote this project are not only having the professional music
hall“Muza Kawasaki Symphony Hall” but also for supporting steadily to citizen’s small-
scale musical events. So that, citizen who promote their music events can get good image
to“The city of music”. Kawasaki City should continue to promote this project and expand
and improve the music programs and activities in each Ward.

The second, the most important thing is to unite among each sector more strongly. The
Kawasaki Culture Foundation corresponds to the organization of specialist in Nakagawa
model. So the foundation should brush up the professional skill and provide more high quality
program to the citizen. And the promotion committee for “The city of music” has the mission
to act as a coordinator between local government and citizen. Now, that committee publishes
PR magazine, mail magazine, and manages homepages and collects the information of music
events and player and so on, but it’s not enough to expand“The city of music”’. To accomplish
the mission, the committee should connect professional or amateur musician to the local

community in Kawasaki City.

Keyword: cultural policy of local government, the city of music, the promotion committee for

the city of music, a coordinator between administration and foundation and citizen
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