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The Pasolini Phenomenon in Italy

The article presents a reading of the whole of the "Pasolini Phenomenon" in Italy. First, the article discusses
the unstoppable, even meaningless, succession of images of the assassination scandal which has continued
for more than thirty years after the death of the poet. Second, the article tries to find a neutral ground upon
which to base these studies about Pasolini; it also attempts to orient future studies on the poet. The article
concludes by outlining the shape of a "maestro” for our times, longed for by a vast population of even opposing
political orientations. The so-called Pasolini Phenomenon is recognized, but once the poet was regarded as a
poet "passed” it forced one to assume an attitude of "ex-poet”. Finally, a proposal for the reading of a poem
from 1970, Oral Meditation, written on commission for a collaboration with Ennio Morricone, will be given as

an ex-poet's example.
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0 P.P.P., Meditazione orale [1970], da
Poesie per musica, in Id., Tutte le poesie,
vol. Il, a cura di Walter Siti, Milano,
Mondadori, pp. 1325-1326
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