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Liszt's Art of Transcribing Wagner’s Operatic Works and His Unique Terms
“Transcription,” “Arrangement” and “Piano Score”
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Among many which Franz Liszt (1811-86) transcribed for piano, operatic excerpts that cover almost every works of
Richard Wagner (1813-83) occupy a special position. From Tannhduser-OuvertiUre transcribed in 1849 to Feierlicher Marsch
zum heiligen Gral aus Parsifal set in his later years of 1882, Liszt's lifelong involvement with transcribing Wagner's works
amounts to 15 pieces (+ 1 radically rev. version), which are more than any other composers’ theater works that Liszt handled.
There are such pieces as Tannhduser-OuvertUre and Isoldens Liebestod with incredibly elaborate techniques, or Einzug der
Gdaste auf Wartburg (first version) which follows the original quite well, so that the publisher of Wagner’'s Tannh&user score
almost sued Liszt's piano reduction for an infringement of copyright. On the other hand, there are such transcriptions as
Phantasiestick Uber Motive aus Rienzi, a dramatic and excitingly creative fantasy on borrowed themes from the original,
and peculiar, even bizarre Parsifal with chopped and distorted motives from Wagner's music.

The techniques and styles of transcribing vary from piece to piece. This article deals with Liszt's transcribing of Wagner's
opera which were taken up almost continuously over a period of several decades, and pays special attention to the
terms,"” Transcription,”" Arrangement,”and“Piano Score,” all of which originate from Liszt himself. By examining each
concept of them and suggesting three types of transcribing based on these terms, it would be evident that Liszt has used
a certain type for a particular period of time.
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LTefREICR LU X MHOBRLIEEHA TSR Y
723> 1 Th%, TOITNSVRT) T 3208 14,
DR SDBFENFTeT 7— 7+ —ERDIRIDEFEFHAIC
Eh LTV,

JRMBEER TSRV Tav) ERARE ()T
VY DEBICEDCLEM) (1859 %F) 1. ZDXA b+
WITEENS T8 77042 —a7av o] O@EY.
JRAMDBEBEBRVHBETHS, 72X /NI )LD
CHETRIEWVWS KV EE LAF U I FIUFESR] (Hamilton
2009: 40) EFFELTELDIC. ZOBHARZAIVIE) X bHO
U= ETZRAMNELTEHLTWERBRICZCEH
HLied RS - 77029 —ELH@BEHNZN, ZhidS
RN DL GHEL SHEEEBRA L. W DL DFEEE D
EEDOET—D2ODMAEEIMITEFEEVNDIEDT, VX
MCKBEMEDESWHIMEBH TEWV. 7/ DOHEEEHE
ERICEITH Y, AU 2—JHBETEELZILARTES K
E. FTTTORFBIZEENICHEENICHEETFERELE
E2EDERED>TWVD,

Fle AV EAKVRBEDI) (1860 F) &, (VU
IV ) OLDIHRHEDOHBETHRVAERLTWNSD
TGV, TNTEHE 18, 258, 3ELTHDESIC
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DN, ZTOHERIE—BEBICEMHINTH, FZEDH
ITIXEESED4 SV ZADEE I HEBICBATN TN,

(FAZVEAEINT—F) (1872 F) TlE I 7—7+—
DIA—BZDT A Y7 AMADKRBITIERETN TN,
[REACIE B dur & 2 B VIR 21 EH. ) X M& B dur
H5 Desdur, Edur, ZLTHEREAZRTCBAuricR% &

WO KBEGERZRRAT Y. RiiZx2ICEAICK> TV
% (B—Des—E—BDIRAIFIE 3 EBE2E>RSED
iR, IahE3FEF>3FF2 6 FBFLVOHHEED
RAEZRD), Fl/N\T— FOERRBICHRAMA SN
B E R EDHMBITEVDZEHET 5. FBD o
hohel DAV 2 —TJETICRAT (502N &

GEGT 1) (T 7))V F T IV IANDENDAYE) (1852 4 e H5 22-52 /)M
Liszt, Opern-Phantasien, vol.7, ed. by E. v. Sauer (Leipzig: Peters), [19--], p.20
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DA MMeEBT7—TF—DFNFiRME

BEBVNEDE, )X MNREOHERICED L,
LZaAIWNIWIDIRARZ—=IVHA=>KVT7)b
2—OFICEDIL (FEHEIFETY (1874 F) Tld. TE
BEEET A —7HEMEBATCERIN. 266Z@ELT
EE. BB, E7ZAT7a0 vV, Ualbbud -V
FWHBEIID, Z L THeRDORBICELBATNS ATV
V7 TOMRMOEEMNMEREZBIRT 5, 51 EIXRE
BYDDdur l2h UR MIEMHMGE 28X 6 ELDH
dur TRAA L. 7 /MERIC D dur lCRY, ZD%ELEMH
SRECEBFE LTIV b oA —VRABRWIZEZET. 55
FHIFERADR Y IREND, A MIZDfFE#ICTcantando]
ERLIEL S, ZTTETREFHEWET / DEED
FEIC TESTY #2<UHELTWVWS,

M—K =NV T DIEE> 4 BIEICE DL (T 7V
LY (1875 F) IFKSA VDEE>E2IHEHEEAT B4 —
TFASEEMICEWNT. F2HBBED U 7I)L/\LDOF
¥, T LTEKBEICENS 2l0gEhg) &0 UMY
WEISERLIERDEEEBREEDEBFEICLS.

)R ~DIREEDEH TEHBRD THEEME DT ICHS
T7IV IV IHANDEADAIE) 1876 FEDFLETFaIE.
IRIEREDRZICHIGLIEEMEIETE X, mAAEWLS XY
S EAGLOEH BERNG/NA T — F LTIER &0
AL LRV ICEREZIT W, BBV 7T 7—
L AR TEADASDAE ZERZ BT B fz8IT. 1852
Fowfs ([EF1]) & 1876 FDFHNETH ([EF 2]) %
’BRT3 %

GEGI 2] (T 7V S TIVTRANDZENDAY;) (1876 4 HrelGTha) #5 22-46 /)i

Liszt, Freie Bearbeitungen und Transkriptionen fiir Klavier zu zwei Hdinden, vol.10,

ed. by I. Sulyok, (Budapest: Editio musica), 2002, p.81 (Neue Ausgabe scimtlicher Werke, Serie 2)
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BRI DICAMENL) X MREDOEBEUN. RED
TERIRZE T DEEDATIES 1852 FMEIFET Y. Fik
SR CIETHEAMHRALERRA I NS, FEED®@EY Hdur
THIRY B 1876 FARIEH. BADALZERT 57 7>
77— L0 ZEE 25 NN S REGTEROIENE
HEH LT %, Hdur Dt e FH L TWEEFED
E25/NETCDEEEICT B EE. BIIEREET h moll (<
I LD EEZR S, L LZhiEEREI N D dur
DEBT. FYPEE2ESZE (5831 /) ZETKH
ICAdur &7, TSI Cdur ZRBTKROPCE 41 /1\Ei
THRIADH dur ICWBEIEENS, VA MIZTDEREL
FLIRRED SHBEICTN. 2ED/NEHE 1852 F4]
D 328 /NEIDS 55 NEIDEBIARENS T Ll oTe,
RS EBH TREGRBEDERICH O EITE AR
EIRELELEDY TH B,

1882 FDEH 1:BRRY D/N\1 O biEEHICEY#E
g U7 =T —RRmOGH TREDRM G 0T (X
W27 7 IV E Y BEANDELEITE) BRI HFWTH 2.
LHE (BADA) DLSBERHEBRIIEV. £ITIE
[READEE 1 BH5 TEOEH . EFOEE ] T EEDD
D FNEEDRBHENSD. RLTEEET. ERE
ENEV, EIFRIZEIRT, FEAEEMBICERZELEL,
ZTNEVRXFBEDBEDLET //NaZhHEEED A2
AIVT REEVS KV BIFPET /DA I TV
EMRINELDTH 5,

TLTIT

HRFU R RDBEWBAL Y 7 — 9 F— « RS DR
EEY EF. FOWKONCRHLTY R FESER LK
[NSYRIVTY v (7L IAV L TET/ -
ROA7 1 OEMTSEE L. VA MNEIEOMZEEBELTE
feo ZLT3DENTNDLIH SHEHMDFEE X2 AV
RS UTeimphiaEx B L. 16 DY EH DR D EHI; T,
Z 4R, fRENELY) A DEFHRIC K o T BEDRIHER
LTAWLSNTWT ERRATE,

1850 FEARFT IS, FHICHEBRNCFEEMA AL (7L
VIR MRS L EEHTOBDITH L1859 FED (1)
IV a) UREIE. BEREGRVERLE TRSYRIUT
a3 VB HEEICHEIN L T WM e, 1859 Fid BEICT 7 —
TF—HN THET ZEERTOMBEAEKY . ZADM
ICBEANELCIELHRTATHS, VA ME. TS5SVRAR
TSR ARSTNY DERITTFENZSIHEL) IV
YV S>EHELEDS, I F DB NIRL VL
AVILT>OEEMEZRIT LI ET. mMEDFHEDOPY
I LIRS < DRl Lte, fRERFRDELE & ME DR
BREEH. BHNIC—BLTWBADTHS 9,

LH LT DERHIETEDBEAMBRICEKTHE 0D &
Wt UR b, ZFLTIT7—9F—DRIMA RS ERY &
CHRRDECBRND S ERBTAHAPRYESS, hE
TETDI189FEE., VAT 7ARIVOEERRAEF
FELEETHHY. DT EFUED R MHEED TR
FTEELTT 77—+ —1ERDERENCRET DD
BT EEEHRLTVWANSTHD, UAMEE
BEL LTI 7— I F—DARSEREROEGE S,
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ZOEBCED LI 1850 FHATH DR IE. T 7 —FF—
DRMICERTH 2D EEZERICMYBENT W, 17,
V7= —DIE@RDT 7 A RIVOMUN THIR A ITRE
ENBEDIEBOTERDMBEN LAY VA ME
BLEERREFELCT ETRIMERDEFL SHERE
ns & SEREEHAEE LG > TRV BATL—EIRE
NEHRENZ < ZEHDHB LD ICBETcDES D,

653

1) BEE MGG Tliszt, Franz) OEEDERRICEET N
fetfEmESE (E/M) ZB8EICEE L (TOITH
SIRREEENTLEY), [REIBYIC T DOWARITT D
DIERBEMIEENTWS BIZIE2—NIL D
— hReE 12 OFRER) OEREIE 12 TIEEL T
), LHOKrL (IR—b—JxVDREM F1-9F) &
KU R=b=Jz>DET /i B 3-5F) 1D
WTIE, BHTARRGE W $H DT, [REH 1 Bl
MLTURMDIREMZ 1 HIEHAD T &ICLlz, L
Do T N— b= VDREMH) DIRMEIILET
9 &%GB,

INSDS>BUR NEEGOMICED R, £
7/ 2FAA B 4 FB458. 287/ B 23 #.
FIVAVIZEZDMORBEERA 7M. TLTH—
TANSPERERORED 19 I TEH 165 815 2,
Fre) A FUANADIERRRDBRICE DS HDIE. 7/
2FF 14680 4FM 1280 2687 /B 78 AL
AVIZEZDMORBEIER 13, TLTH—7T X
S PEREAN 13HDE 191 AT, U X FHTER
ERFINTOBDMRRIFEET 356 HHICDIZ S,

2) TZTTES NE7 /5 Klavierauszug) &lE. Wbk
B204—AIV s AT DT EEERLTWVS,

3) HEMIT R FOfREE (BEADARE) (1852/74 Ff7) 1
BEANICIZFEROIERRICERGTFZMA G VFIEIC
£BH. LH LEDEREDICIE 40 /NElch B LR
A MEEOEBRENEMENTWS, TORIF X—F—
DFZICEDDDES T X ~OIREENMNE %<
DA NDFIIFIVIEHTH BT EZR LTS,

4) (BADAE) OHRE X URETOREICDWNT
& TUR Mi2E) F10BICREINLRKETE
lIc & BfREHEBRB L (Imre Sulyok,"Vorwort,” in
Neue Ausgabe samtlicher Werke. Serie 2. Freie
Bearbeitungen und Transkriptionen fur Klavier zu
zwei Handen, vol.10, p.XV, n.23),

5 BEXIELLT D&Y, “Seit langerer Zeit liegen in
meinem Schreibpulte zwei Transkriptionen (zu
Konzertgebrauch) von Wagners Motiven, A)
Spinnerlied (aus dem Fliegenden Holldnder), B)
'Santo spirit Cavaliere’ (Gebet und Schlachtruf
aus Rienzi) und auch ein fast unspielbares
Arrangement der Tannhduser-Ouvertire; fUr H.
von BUlow geschrieben und von demselben
mehrmalig 6ffentlich vorgetragen.”

6) THmER) DIREEIE Bearbeitungl T. FEPAZ AL
EEEBBRICIRERZ DE DA MIICEERT 2R
2FEns,
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7) BRSIELLTF D@ Y, Das Spinnerlied und die Rienzi-
Phantasie sind freigehaltene, selbstdndige
Bearbeitungen und DurchfUhrungen der Motive
(nicht ,Arrangement” ) — ungefdhr in der Art wie
meine Konzertparaphrase des Mendelssohnschen
Sommernachtstfraum-Marsches.”

8) YURT AT 9—/\—, 2013 RS, BED
DREZAZE]. LILAFR, B0 (U1 —VERHIR).
BR IR pplI-X B,

9) AN—hr—TTVDOREH) DY EIHEBIRIEZULT
DEY, 557 FIE 1837 FD 67 BICEYUMEE N
1840 FEIT5-6 BNV B LUZ1 TV rET. e
183 FIC7TEDPNVBS XU T+ — Y THRENT,
T 1841 F 11 BETICEIBFDE 2ERE (FX1TE
) HEm L. BET—>&/NNUTHREN, &
51T 1863-64 FElTMFTINSDEHO RTINS & &
B, ZDIFHL DREMDIRIDFIICTER. 1866 F
ICZ4 7Y D B&H & W& 9 ftn R E Nz,

10) ANJV V) A —ZXDLIER L) DELY fHdr & AR IELL
TO@EY, KLJREIEE> DFRIEIEiTER & RED
1830 F 12 A 5 BIT/\ BEFUEER CHIES NN
L. Zenix TIRAER] o 2D/, ‘hua
HIRENDETICHEL S 15 FEHLOFEAERF R
BoEh DT Lb‘b?ﬂiﬁa'&/\“)b')ﬁ—x‘d)?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&
ELTY R MK 1833 F. TDMANN THEAR TR
EROET /iREICIRVBATE, ZLTNIW)A =X
DIERZE TEBRIVILLARICHSESEHNDE &
R MR EROERZES&HE L, 183445 11
Bicds—>nyalyvA—#hs N7/ - X3
71 DEMHDOTF. HREEBICE >, KRB, 91D
SIEFE 12FE8D 1842F 10 BITHEBE T /NULA
D TEEEIND Z EDHED 2 EKLLEZIEM> 1.
DA +OET /iRHZE L TEZ < DEERCBICHS
NBEL2ICE>TW o, 2L L<HLNTWVS
FliE, 21—V X FORMEERVNTRHELE
NIV A —XA<LLBREM> | ORHEiET (EX
#13R) 1835 F8H) THB.

Briefe und Schriften, ed. Marie von BUlow (Leipzig,

1899), 179. Kregor 2010: 171 &Y,

ZEREEDEMIE. 1841 FiC TET / « ROAT ) DAFR

TlCERENTe (IR— b =T TV DTEH) % 3FE.

52 REDE 159 /NEHLPEICRERING, ZTIEFEXT

EHDY Ay T ARDT. HEBGEET 7V T 7—
LOFGRE. V74 AV ETAATDZER. ZLT
BEROEWVEEZNZTNOBRIAER TN TWVS,
13) fREADIER UM EH. VX HiQ’D(D?r/\"% KDz

&mﬁ/z IiEE &I ol BIAIE 1849 FE 58 18 H

IZlE, KBAYVRAYP=—>DA =) —EBNT B

FEHE/NJDOMFE T2V 7+ 73 (UdD) I

BE L (Ffcezobdh 2 BEITIE. La Musique.

Gazette de la France musicale 20 A JdD D) 71

~ MREBE L), T51C1851 FiTlE. TOMER

EHEARBITHEAL THRRLEE D%, BiTA TO—T
VT ERVRAT—] ELTHM LT

14) UXSDFERNF T 7—0F+— - AXZOEET. E

-

)

7 /e EICTELSREATN DL 28 (551D
I$%Re 5 (O—T 7 v DIEH)) BHBH. (F
D OEMRDA RFIFEHMTZ DL S EFIEEL, R
MEWLSDOH DY — MR THFAESZAT ST EH
Hofeh BIRER— =T Tr=X D GBHE
BBANITY (1849) 1x&). L DIFE. EFEDFHEIC
FERLEEBEHTBICELEHTWVS BFIZRIEY 21—
IWE=UZX D (BEDOF) £ 148 (1838-39). (X
DY £ 128 (1839)),

NIV VIEE T, CTORBAT 72— LTI
RN EY F2ERICETOTWBRTE ZLTEFD
F2XTBEHETRITHLTUR MFGRIEREAL
TWbE%EEFLTLS (Hamilton 2009: 40),
HIRDEY . 1852 FDHIFE & 1876 FDFRETTaDM
Tk, 1874 FDOHETRBHEHET 5, LHL52FEL 74
FRDEWVIIIRS CTHM T, Nm CldmizaE—nE
DI ERBTLTWSB TS, T T T 74 EFFDFER)
BEEEET 5, AwT (BEA 1] ELTRT 525F
f8 22-52 IN\Ei& 74 FERRREVNETE DEERIE. 5525 /)y
D7 L—I070HTHD B2 ERTIEMFLICA
S—H1THBELISFHTFENTVEDITH L, 74ERT
& 3HEDHLSICEEEINTLDS),

17) TORIEDWVWTIEL—TXRZ 4 (Redepenning
1986:315) &ZIE L& T 5% < DMEREHNRKICIERE
LTW3,

ZD% 1860 ERFIELIE, SEIIEI—ITDRBEE
EM->TT 77— 7 F—LDBERIEEL2ICE/L LI
1872 Elc > CTHEFIEFELE (O—I<IE 1870 F
I 1 —0O— & DENBHENRIIL. J7r—FF—&
BELR,
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