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The Films and Books of Yamina Benguigui :
Daughters of Maghrebian Immigrants and their Mothers
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Yamina Benguigui is a French film director, writer, and politician, whose parents are Algerian and immigrated to France in the early 1950s.
Benguigui's film, Mémoires d’immigrés, I'héritage maghrébin (1997) is a remarquable masterpiece representing and testimoning the
history of almost a half century of Maghrebian immigrants settling in France. Benguigui’s trilogy, her early works including this documentary,
Femmes d'lslam (1994) and /nch’Allah dimanche (2001), stresses on representing the women of the first generation coming to France in
the 1970s to join their husband. Through these mothers’ (histories and) stories, Benguigui attempts to quest her (and their daughters’) own
identity.
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Kelma helwa w kelmeten

Helwa ya baladi
Ghenwa helwa w ghenweten
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Helwa ya baladi

Amali dayman kan ya baladi

Enni argaalek ya baladi

Wafdal dayman gambek alatoul

Zekraya kollefat

Fakra baladi

Albi malyan behkayat

Fakra ya baladi

Awel hob kan fi baladi

Meeh momken ansah ya baladi

Fen ayam zaman

Abl el wedaa

Konna ben oul en el foura-a da moustahil
We kolle demaa ala el khadden kanet bitsil
Malyana bé amal en ehna nob-a mawgoudin
Fe bahr el hob ala el shatten

Kelma helwa w kelmeten

Helwa ya baladi

Ghenwa helwa w ghenweten

Helwa ya baladi

Fen habbib el alb ya baladi

Kan beid anni ya baladi

We kolle ma baghani

Bafakkar fi

Oul ya habibi enta sayebni w rayeh fen®
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