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A Preliminary Study on one Onmyoji from Kai-no- kuni During the Latter Half
of the Eighteenth Century

Kaoru NISHIDA
Department of International Culture, Faculty of Cultural Policy and Management

Yoshida Dewa was an Onmyoji (f2F5ff) from Ogasawara Village in Kai Province (now referred to as Minami-Alps City of Yamanashi
Prefecture) during the Edo Period. He became a regional leader (kogashira) of Koma-gun in 1754. Later in 1769, he brought a suit
against Toemon, who had been the former headman (nanushi) of Ogasawara Village. This article discusses the social status of
the Onmyoyji, the relationship between the villagers (murakata) and the Onmyoji, and the social role of Dewa as their kogashira, by
analyzing what Dewa, Toemon, farmers, and Onmyoji groups insisted on in the process of the suit.
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