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Possibilities of the Senior Theatre in Community:
A Study on Theatre Company “Suzushiro” Based in Minoh City
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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to show the social value of the senior theatre company from the
perspective of cultural and artistic activities in the local community. The author surveys
Theatre Company “Suzushiro” based in Minoh City. The survey is mainly through
interviews with the company members and administrative agency. The author analyzes the
object from three aspects: “accumulation”, “performance”, and “interaction”, proposed by
Tkuo Nakagawa.

This study reveals that the members develop their consciousness of the local community
and that their performances have a good influence on the other elderly people. It also shows
that the theatre company is required to expand an active exchange between generations and
social interaction with other groups.

In conclusion the author suggests the following five possibilities of the senior theatre
company: 1. providing a chance for the members to strengthen community relationships, 2.
presenting a role model for the older generation, 3. providing a good place for sharing the
common problems of the aged society, 4. contributions for improving the city’s image, 5.

fruitful developments of the theatrical culture.

Key words: the senior theatre, social participation of the elderly people, role model,

promotion of the local culture, interaction between generations
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