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A Study on Formation and Multi-layered Time Consciousness on Television in
Postwar Japan
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This study analyzes the influence of television, the central mass media of
postwar Japan, on the organization of people”s sense of time, and considers its sociological
meaning. Specifically, it interprets a survey on the adoption of television conducted at elementary
schools in local city in the 1950s. The paper also analyzesd a larger-scale survey on children®s
television viewing conducted at that time and the various issues associated with it as discourse.
Those findings allowed the author to clarify perceptions of the changes in time allocation brought
about by television at that time. The data showed a possibility of television generating
multi-layered time consciousness for the existing sociological media research that hads discussed
television as an integrated apparatus of national time consciousness.
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