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The Energiewende requires large-scale expansion of energy grid in Germany. To increase public acceptance of grid
expansion, in December 2015 the German Parliament passed the “Act to change provisions of law on energy cable
construction”. The Act will give priority to underground cables for ultra-high voltage direct current transmission lines,
which are listed in the Federal Reguirements Plan. The listed DC projects are to be placed principally as underground
cables, overhead powerlines are exceptionally permitted according to the revised Federal Requirements Plan Act. This
Article introduces the new rules on underground cabling and describes the related maodifications regarding the process

in Federal Sectoral Planning based on the Grid Expansion Acceleration Act.
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