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A consideration of the Research on Children Watching television in 1957
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In recent years, media studies of television in Japan researching early television focus on the acceptance process
of media technology from ambient (public space) television to family television. Common guestions investigated
include, “What kind of changes did television make to everyday life?", “What effect did television have on people?”, and
“What did people feel about the possibilities of television?”. This paper studies the research on the television watching
at MOTOMIYA elementary school, in Fukushima prefecture, in 1957. The research has recorded facts regarding the
TV acceptance of children in the 1950s. We can glean a deeper understanding of the problems and possibilities of
television for children at that time by examining it. This research gives us the opportunity to rethink the acceptance of

television in everyday life and consider the problems and possibilities of our current media society.
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