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Development of a City and Its Architectural Styles: Riga, Latvia
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Comprehensive exhibitions on Japanese postwar architecture, recently burgeoning, involve three questions: forms of exhibits, feasibility and
locations of preservation, and conflicts between completeness and originality of historical viewpoints. This paper probes the third point through
investigating an exhibition on Latvian architecture. Compared with chronological exhibitions, thematic ones show some advantages when they
intend establishing a Latvian way of thinking, Latvianness, in terms of Latvian complicated history and her turbulent situation in the building
industry. They also want, however, a realistic consideration to the everyday life of her residents in spite of the touristic appeal. Consequently,
we advance the historical divisions in Latvian architecture which derive from the development of her capital city, Riga. By so doing, Art
Nouveau architecture, focused by historical researches of art and architecture and by the tourist industry, and Wooden buildings, often left
unnoticed, will be equally established as prevalent and therefore important architectural styles in the city. Moreover, we will understand more
of the contemporary built environments around her residents.
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