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The opium problem in colonial Taiwan and its historical back ground
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Despite its frequent changes of rule, making it unique in Southeast Asian history, opium was consistently an important source of financial
support for colonial Taiwan. Taiwan's opium issue, which originated before and continued after its time as a Dutch territory, was an important
issue that attracted domestic and foreign attention along with Taiwanese armed resistance. Taiwan and its opium issue was also a touchstone
in terms of Japan'’s ability to govern it as a colony. In addition to the external pressure of the International Opium Convention, a movement of

conscientious Taiwan intellectuals contributed to the transition to the policy of banning the smoking of opium.
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