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On the combination of labials and the vowel sound 'o' in current Chinese
——focus on issues and problems in teaching
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This paper first verified how the combination of labials(consonants 'b,p,m,f') and the vowel sound 'o' in current Chinese are commonly
taught by literature surveys and reviewing popular textbooks and audio-visual education materials published in Japan.

Combinations, such as ‘bo’, ‘po’, ‘mo’ and ‘fo’ were found to be shortened forms of ‘buo’, ‘puo’, ‘muo’ and ‘fuo’, which are totally different from
the Japanese bo(IZ), mo(®) and fo(15135). However, this fact has long been ignored even up to now by most textbooks and education
materials, due to no remark of this issue in "the Scheme for the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet", which confuses not only Chinese teachers and

learners but also native speakers.

This paper urges that this issue should be fully recognized in academic circles and presented as an improved model of teaching.
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On the combination of labials and the vowel sound 'o' in current Chinese
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