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Abstract

This research focuses on the so-called "Elderly College", a series of lectures for the
elderly that has been conducted for a long time in local governments around the country,
and discusses the current situation and issues from the perspective of "Social
Participation".

Elderly colleges are not limited to passive lifelong learning such as taking courses,
but are becoming places where local senior citizens meet and interact. The author

i

considers this situation as “creating a platform for social participation,” and clarifies
some conditions for elderly colleges to become better “platforms for social participation”
in the future. This is the purpose of this study.

As case studies, the author selected five cities, Komaki, Toyokawa, Minoh, Kani and
Musashino, which are suburbs of three major metropolitan areas, Tokyo, Nagoya and
Osaka. Interviews were made with the relevant parties on the cities, and a comparative
study was conducted.

As emphasis is placed on the elements that lead senior citizens to social participation,
this study adopts the three viewpoints as an analytical framework, “accessibility of
participants”, “making new friends”, and “mechanism to maintain relationships with
friends”.

The jurisdiction and management of elderly colleges were diverse. In some case, they
are managed directly by the welfare department for the elderly or the department of
lifelong learning section, and in other case, they are entrusted and operated by the
public interest incorporated foundation, or the federation of senior citizens. The fact
that the management sections of the college varies from city and are decided by the
purpose of them emerges.

Furthermore, when the author look at the contents of courses at elderly colleges,
there are practical contents such as health courses, sports, and knowledge necessary
for life such as disaster prevention and crime prevention, contents that enhance
cultural education such as history lecture and appreciation, and recreational contents,
which are classified as various fields such as welfare field, sports field, lifelong learning
and cultural art field,

In this way, elderly colleges have a status of comprehensive policies that go beyond
the municipality's vertically divided administration, and in particular are projects in
which welfare policies intersect with cultural policies including lifelong learning. For
this reason, at the end of this paper, I suggest two ideas regarding the direction that
the elderly colleges should aim for.

For one thing, the local government should have rich and diverse courses or
experience menu that goes beyond traditional welfare and lifelong learning so that it
can serve as a platform for the participation of more people in the elderly college

business.
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Second, the destination of the "participation platform" at the elderly colleges must
have creativity that the elderly can self-innovate and express freely. The possibility of

cultural arts business in an aging society can be seen there.

Keywords: Elderly College, elderly, Social Participation, elderly welfare,

Lifelong learning, culture and art, cultural policy, platform
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