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The History of the Kideranomiya Royal Family in the Early Modern Era

NISHIDA Kaoru
Department of Intercultural Studies, Faculty of Cultural Policy and Management

Ryo-un-Ji Temple (BEZE3) in Irino Village (AE4Y) in the Shikichi district of Totomi Prefecture was founded by Prince Yasuhito (ER
{Z8T) , grandson of Emperor Go-Nijo. Prince Yasuhito's descendent, Prince Kideranomiya (RK3F=) , lived in Irino village during the
Warring States period, and although siding with the warlord Takeda clan to fight against the Tokugawa clan, he was allowed by leyasu
to maintain control over Ryo-un-Ji Temple. Soon after, however, the Kideranomiya family died out. During the early Edo period, Ryo-
un-Ji Temple had no chief priest, making the circumstances of the Kideranomiya family at this time unclear. Therefore, the history of the
Kideranomiya family has been reconstructed through the creation of historical topograpies, an examination of documents during that
period, and an investigation of mausoleums from the Meiji period. How the Kideranomiya family was understood and positioned during
the early modern era will be discussed through an introduction of historical materials left at Ryo-un-Ji Temple.
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