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1t is impossible to answer individually, therefore I will answer the most common
questions.
Answers to some of your questions

Q. Where is the most design advancing city (or country) in the world?

A. Ttis actually a tough question because it is changing all the time. Let's say that it depends
of which kind of design we are talking of.
But this is my personal rating:

Printing design: London, Scandinavian countries

Fashion design : France, Italy, Japan

Industrial design : California, Japan, Torino

Graphic design : New York, London, Paris

Architecture : USA, Paris, Japan

Urbanism (city and landscape design) : North of Europe, Spain, Australia, USA,
Packaging (product design) : Japan

Luxury design (prestigious brands) : France, Japan, Italy

Comics design : Japan, Belgium, USA, France

Interior design : Ttaly

Q. 1 like watching artwork, design, photographs but I am not a designer at all. What can I
orient my future?

A. In the area of design there are many different activities. At the Shiznoka University of Art
and Culture you can leamn some of them. Having a good sense for observation can help in all
of the activities.

IF you actually do love aesthetic matters, find a job in relation with art, design, cinema,
theater, etc. You can enter this profession as a creative talent but also as marketing
professional.

The most important thing is to work where your talent is. You are the only one able to
answer about your future.

As far as I am concerned, I am spending my professional live in the design area, although
am not able to draw myself!

Q. It seems you have a negative opinion about the modern Japanese urban architecture.
But don’t forget that there are many beauntiful ancient cities in Japan.

A, I am afraid that I was not so clear about this. Let me explain more.

After the Second World War, Japan was rebuilt in a very short period of time. The
economical success of many Japanese corporation was another opportunity to build many
new factories, headquarters, etc. I can say that some of these constructions are among the
most interesting in the world.

Unfortunately, for a foreign traveler, it seems very often that, Japanese architects did
not have a_global plan of the cities, a call that "urbanism". The result is not so well planned
and many towns are very confusing, For example: Okinawa Island, which is a wonderful
tropical island but " destroyed " by modern constructions.
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This is really a pity, because like many Western designers, I am found of traditional
Japanese architecture. The way ancient Japanese used to build wooden houses, bridges,
shrines is stilt very " modern " for us because it is a very " minimalist " way of architecture.
No body can do better! Nowadays, soime Japanese architects are trying to combine tradition
and modernity: that is very interesting.

But now, times are changing and new Japanese population wants to live in a better
city. So, some mayors want to improve the desiga of their cities. Compare to twenty years
ago, Tokyo now have some districts as modern as many other Western cities: big avenues,
pavements, terrasses, trees, etc.

Q. Have yon ever read Japanese manga?

A. Of course I have read many Japanese mangas! Because it is an international trend. Many
French bookstores have a special place for mangas. We have a special TV channel which
displays only mangas 24h, with French subtitles! The name of this channel is Manga.

The manga spirit is quite different fror the western comic spirit: it is much more violent
and erotic. So, yon understand now why it is so successful all over the world!

Some designers of mangas are really close to art. I think manga it a good part of the
Japanese modern expression.

Personally, 1 met Kotobuki Shiriagari in Tokyo, last November.

Q. We have no space in Japan to live. Therefore, to have a large apartment is difficult.
How design can improve this situation?

A. Design is a way of thinking, Usually we think that design is objects, colors, etc. tis a

mistake. These objects and products are result of design, but they are not " design "

My opinion is that design give priority to men. In a * design apartment " the most important
decorative element is you! This is why interior design is often so simple, minimalist.

The more your space is small, the more the decoration must be simple: don’t mix colors,
don't mix styles, use very clear colors: white is the best !

Again, do you know who were the best interior designers in the world? The traditional
Japanese architects! The way they used to use light, paper, straw, colors, gardens were very
high level.

Q. Sometimes in your speech, you gave your opinions as true, on 2 very affirmative
manner.

A. Probably some of you were shocked by my way of talking, I am really sorry about that. You
must understand that I wanted to share my opinions and my knowledge with you with
modesty and humility. Because everyday I am still learning, it means that I am a student like
you. _

One of the reason of this attitude is because I am French: The Descartes’ country. We like
situations which are logical, clear: white is white and black is black! But I also know that
truth is grey!

The second reason is time: having one hour to give a lecture about French culture means
that T need to be short, to go directly to the main points. T wanted to give you some strong
images and feelings. _

At last, the third reason I am talking with confidence is because I have a passion for my job
and I wanted to share this passion too.

Q. Design have changed the city, does the city have changed the design?

A. An interesting question.
Without city, I think that design won’t live any longer. I mean that design and city are
deeply blended. Because design brings order, thoughts, colors, cities become now more
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pleasant to live in. Because space, pollution, stress is a urban part of our life, design creates
products and spaces adapted to our style of modem life. )

At the very beginning of my designer life, thirty years ago, I established my design agency
far from Paris in a total country side, in 2 middle of green space. No houses, no city around!

With my partners, we thought that was a wonderful place for thinking and creating in a
perfect silence. ' S

In reality, three years later we rent an office in the heart of Paris, avenue des Champs
Elysees! Because we need to be swrounded of people, stores, advertising and stress to
enhance our creativity! '

Definitely, no city, no design! -

Big cities are huge places where we tend to become anonymous as individuals. On the other
side, it is a place where there is a big competition between people. How can we match this? 1
have tried to make clear that point in one of my lectures. It is not so easy to explain in English
which is not either my native langunage,

Big cities are places where naturally encourage fashion trends, by copying each other. For
example, nowadays in the Parisian subway everybody is dressed in black. But by reaction,
some people need to be different: they use different make-up, hair cut, fashion, car, etc. Tt does
not mean that is always like a competition (for some of us, it is); I think that is also a good
motivation to make an effort, to socialize, to present a good face. A big city gives us a stressing
opportunity to be different among people who do not know you at all! That does not mean at all
we give up our personality.
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