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Continuity and Discontinuity
--The Narratives of the Yellow Emperor in the history textbooks During the Early 20" century
Sun jiang
(Shizucka University of Art and Culture,Japan)

L. Introduction

In all narratives of the origin of China’s ancient history, the Yellow Emperor (Huangdi) is
a god/person who appears frequently and is regarded as the origin of the imperial
genealogy . In the historical evolution of over 2,000 years, such knowledge attribute of the
Yellow Emperor has never changed substantially’. Since the beginning of the 20" Century,
the Yellow Emperor's image has underwent distinct variations both politically and
academically: Politically, in the invention of fradition, the Yellow Emperor was endowed with
the character of modern nationalism and has ascended from the ancestor of tribes and the
Han people to the ancestor of the Chinese nation; academically, in the wording of schoiars
represented by Gu Jiegang, the Yellow Emperor has become a figure of the Unclear Age.
However, under the influence of modern nationalism, the Yellow Emperor’s image no longer
belongs to history only but is keeping pace with the times and living in the “contemporary”
Chinese history, having influenced the historical writings of all times more or less. In early
1938, Gu Jiegang wrote in the Autobiographic Notes to The Study of the Three Emperors
co-authared with his student Yang Xiangkui that:

Once China’s ancient history system is mentioned, anyone would mention the Three
Kings and Five Emperors, followed by the Three Kings and the Five Lords. In fact, this
system has been built for over 2,000 years and gone deep into people's mind. Even if a few
people know that there is some problem in it, they dare not discuss such problem because
they are afraid of troubles. Things have been peaceful for decades, and the golden age of
the Three Kings and Five Emperors is dreamed of.

Gu Jiegang saw that the narratives of the Yellow Emperor had remained unchanged for
over 2,000 years. After many people identified the Yellow Emperor with themselves, the
Yellow Emperor became natural knowledge; though a few people realized that the Yellow
Emperor, existing as part of history, needed further discussions, they dared not do this for
fear of troubles. The implication of “trouble” is during the Republican China, the Yeliow
Emperor was regarded as a symbol of national identification®. Gu Jiegang’s regret could be
dated to around 1922. Then, Gu Jiegang was invited by The Commercial Press to write
History Textbook for High Schoof®. Gu Jiegang recalled: "I cannot go against my belief, so |
learned from Xia Zengyou to write the chapter The Three Kings and Five Emperors in Tales”.
This textbook was banned by the Nanjing National Government in 1929 on the ground that



“discussion among scholars is allowed, but not on textbooks, otherwise the national
self-confidence would be shaken, which will be adverse to the country”®. When explaining
the Yellow Emperor’s contribution to the building of modern Chinese nationalism, Gu
Jiegang's story was very meaningful. However, the editor’s concern was not limited to this,
because from another perspective, Gu Jiegang’s personal experience just proved that state
power intervened in and dominated the building process of the Yellow Emperor’s image after
1929. Before this, there were differences in the Yellow Emperor’s narratives in the textbook.
Accordingly, when we are discussing how the Yellow Emperor became the symbol of the
Chinese nation, it is necessary to define the relationship between the knowledge about the
Yellow Emperor and the Yellow Emperor in the modern political power.

For the knowledge about the Yellow Emperor in ancient history, Si Magian said, “The
Five Emperors has been narrated for three generations, a long time.”® In pre-Qin-dynasty
literatures, compared to the three Emperors Yao, Shun and Yu, the word “Yellow Emperor”
{Xuanyuan} emerged later. Collection of Information on the Three Kings and Five Emperors
in Xia, Yu and Pre-Qin-dynasty Dynasties written by Toshio Nakajima concluded that the
word “Yellow Emperor” appeared 950 fimes in literatures by guantifying 73 pre-Qin-dynasty
literatures or 994 times if other appeliations, such as Xuanyuan, were counted in (including
Medical Classic of the Yellow Emperor, 497 times). Specifically, the word "Yellow Emperor”
appeared first in The Book of Yizhou (iwice) and The Zuo Commentary (twice, plus twice in
another appellations). It was until Remarks of Monarchs (10 times) and Guan Zi (15 times)
that the frequency of appearance of this word increased’. Quantitative statistics prove that
the Yellow Emperor’s myth was created during the Warring States period.

Scholars once discussed the meanings of the Yellow Emperor in the above pedigree of
the Three Kings and Five Emperors in detail. In the mid 1980s, Charles le Blanc pointed out
by collating the past studies that the Yellow Emperor referred in pre-Qin-dynasty literatures
had two meanings: the first ancestor of mankind and the originator of civilization and the
patron saint of God and all things®. In recent years, Wang Mingke investigated the
pre-Han-dynasty texts on and social relations of the Yellow Emperor from the perspective of
social memory in his article About Descendants, and pointed out that the Yellow Emperor
was ambiguous in the ancient emperor rankings. First, the Yellow Emperor was one of the
numerous emperors and represented an emperor that ruled a fribe and an age. Second, in
contrast to the ideal and simple ancient times, the Yeliow Emperor represented the
beginning of a complicated age, and it implied the originator of civilization and an emperor
who unified the nation by war. Third, influenced by the Theory of Five Elements in the late
Warring States period, the Yellow Emperor represented the Emperor of Earth at the center.
Wang Mingke further pointed out that the above versatility of the Yellow Emperor became “a
social memory with social function and purpose, and was finally kept in a certain social and
political background” in Sima Qian’s Historical Records, and "the memories of the Yellow
Emperor structured by Sima Qian was recalled, iterated and reproduced by the Chinese
offspring repeatedly”g. Finally, Wang Mingke demonstrated how the political powers of the
ethnic groups at the political and geographic fringe of China (except the Jin, Mongolian and



Manchu Nuchen peoples) turned from “foreigns” to the Chinese culture to the offspring of
the Yellow Emperor lost at the frontier by “seeking connections to” the Yellow Emperor. He
thought, “such connection was originated from a desire of imitation with the aim of acquiring
a certain status, interest or guarantee”, “connection was not a one-way imitation from the
central Chinese nation; sometimes some Chinese or Han people also seek connections to
an foreign group’s culture and history’'®. In the author’s opinion, this “Theory of
Descendents” attempts to eliminate conflicts among all theories about nation building, reveal
the continuity in the creation and duplication of memories about the Yellow Emperor in
ancient history. As described below, as the knowledge about the Yellow Emperor was
systemized in Sima Qian’s Hijsforical Records, the role such “continuity” is not limited to
ancient times, but has spread to modern times.

The description of the Yellow Emperor in Historical Records - Biographies of the Five
Emperors can be regarded as the original of the numerous history textbooks of the late Qing
dynasty and the early Republican China period. The modern memeories and narratives of the
Yellow Emperor are not copies without an ancient original.

However, the creation of the memories in the late Qing dynasty the Yellow Emperor is
not ancient people’s “connection to” the Yellow Emperor. The Yellow Emperor was
mentioned again in modern times because it was given the meaning of national imagination
and building. As early as Wang Mingke's paper was published, the study of Shen Songgiao
et al revealed the discontinuity between the modern and ancient narratives of the Yellow
Emperor. Though there was not much discussion about the symbolized Yellow Emperor in
terms of modern nationalism in their study — the discussion in this respect was ever limited,
Shen Songgiac and other scholars wrote articles about the Yellow Emperor concurrently
because they wanted to discuss the nationalism in the late Qing dynasty through the Yellow
Emperor. Shen Songgiao’s I'm resolved fo shed my blood for my motherfand and another
paper‘11 were necessities for researchers of the building of modern Chinese nationalism.
Shen Wen pointed out, "At least before the mid 19" century, the Yellow Emperor was
roughly another symbol of political authority and just a component of the imperial pedigree.”
Such symbol and component was discontinued under the impact of the nationalistic
ideclogical trend in the late Qing dynasty. “Intellectuals in the late Qing dynasty unearthed a
cultural symbol from the long-sealed historical memories — the Yellow Emperor, extracted it
from the imperial pedigree that had been continuing for thousands of years with various
narrative tactics, redefined it and took it as the criterion to define the boundary of the
Chinese nation, differentiate national members from nonmembers, and achieve the nation’s
internal identification.” On the other hand, “the mobilization of the Yellow Emperor symbol by
intellectuals in the late Qing dynasty was largely a means of the anti-Manchu revolution and
the competition for political resources.”? [tis noteworthy that, different from Shen s thought,
though Sun Longii’'s Invention of Late Qing Nationalism and Worship of the Yellow Emperor
recognized that modern narratives of the Yellow Emperor contained hybrid elements, but the
foreignness of the Yeliow Emperor was stressed, “Xuanyuan the Yellow Emperor was just
Nakhunte from Babylon, while China, as the contemporary appellation of the country was



from Japanese"*®. The papers of Shen and Sun were not isolated. Before and after the
papers were published, many researchers came into conflict with the Yellow Emperor'
when discussing non-natural and non-historical topics about modern Chinese nationalism
under the influence of Benedict Anderson’s “imagined community”™®. In particular, Ishikawa
Yoshihiro’s study is notable. On the basis of the relevant discussions in the Japanese
academic community, Ishikawa discussed the “foreign origin” of the Yellow Emperor; by
comparing different versions of the Yellow Emperor’s portrait produced by the Revolutionary
Party, he suspected that this portrait had some express or implied connection with Emperor
Meiji’s photo'®. If the above scholars’ narratives of the Yellow Emperor are placed in the
academic context of nationalism discussions in the late Qing dynasty, and the author’s
reading is largely correct, it seems that the following modern portrait of the Yellow Emperor
can be drawn: (1) historical memory of discontinuity — The Yellow Emperor turned from the
first ancestor in the imperial pedigree into the first ancestor of the Chinese nation; (2) foreign
symbol — The building of the Yellow Emperor symbol was influenced by madern racism, of
which the Theory of the Western Origin of the Chinese race was an important indication; (3)
means of exclusion — When the foreign element was internalized into the symbol of Han
nationalism, the Yellow Emperor became a powerful weapon of exclusion (anti-Manchu).

It can be seen that the studies with Wang Mingke being one side and Shen Songgiac
the other side showed two different narratives of the Yellow Emperor in ancient and modern
times respectively, and such difference reflected the dispute over the theory of origin and the
theory of imagination around modern nationalism. Therefore, studies on the Yellow Emperor
will hardly go beyond the horizon of both sides.

However, after reading two distinct narratives of the Yellow Emperor repeatedly, the
differences of both sides in methodology and argument have resulted in many doubts™’: Is
the modern identification of the Yellow Emperor really so closely connected to the ancient
text knowledge? Are they identical in name only? When a few intellectuals decided that the
modern Yellow Emperor should be born, was it really born? The narratives of the Yellow
Emperor made by a few intellectuals in the late Qing dynasty were undoubtedly significantin
the history of thought. What influence have they had on the social level? in other words, to
what extent has such knowledge about the Yellow Emperor shared by the smali elite group
been accepted systematically as public knowledge? When reading nationalistic narratives of
intellectuals in the late Qing dynasty, people will generally feel that the nationalistic
knowledge in the late Qing dynasty had much uncertainty and was far from being a system.
It is to be proven to what extent intellectuals in the late Qing dynasty discontinued history
and distorted the facts in creating nationalism for propagandistic and political purposes. With
reference to the worship of the Yellow Emperor, Zhang Taiyan’s attitude of understanding
but not believing was typical'®. The author is unable to tell through what medium was the
ancient text knowledge passed on to the modern people, and to what extent is the Yellow
Emperor symbol nationalized in the late Qing dynasty accepted by ordinary people.
However, if we observe the Yellow Emperor out of the field of nationalism through textbooks
that disseminate historical knowledge, namely move our sight to the everyday life world and



observe the production and reproduction of knowledge about the Yellow Emperor from the
perspective of the social history of knowledge, perhaps we can discover another Yellow
Emperor who is both traditional and modern, with both narratives and counter-narratives.

L. Narratives of the Yellow Emperor in history textbooks

1. History textbooks as surveillant disposition

The China at the turn of the 19™ and 20" centuries was in a big bang of knowledge,
when a large amount of modern intelligence and knowledge appeared on various
publications. Textbook was a very special carrier of knowledge'. In the textbook publication
field, the pioneers were Guangzhi Press and Wenming Press. In particular, Guangzhi Press
and Zuoxin Press were most diligent in translating Japanese books and also profitable. In
1901, after the “institutional reform” was implemented by the Qing government, the newly
established modern primary and high schools had a greater demand for textbooks. In 1903,
The Commercial Press began to compile and publish primary school fextbooks as proposed
by Cai Yuanpei. In a few years, “It seems to have become the leader in fextbook publication
and no one could compete with it.”* In 1908-1907, China Book Company in which Zhang
Jian held a honorary title, also began to compile textbooks and was famous for publishing
senior school history and geography textbooks. In the year (1906) following the abolishment
of the imperial examination system, the Ministry of Education of the Qing government set up
a publishing house, which published three textbooks (national language, moral culture, etc)
for junior school in 1907, However, at last, the Ministry of Education had to give up the
compilation and publication of textbooks because of bad reputation®’.

Undoubtedly, for textbooks compiled by nongovernmental publishing houses to be
popular among teachers and students, their contents must be suitable for the education
practice of different schools. In the history education of different schools, the Qing
government set certain targets® in an attempt to regulate history. In 1902-1903, the Qing
government promulgated the Authorized School Regulation and the Presented School
Regulation. On January 13, 1904, the series of promulgated regulations stipulated the
objectives and scope of education of each subject. As to the scope of history education, the
Presented Regulation of Primary School wrote: “The essence is to enumerate the merits of
sage kings and emperors in history, let people know the origin of the Chinese culture and
the merits of all the emperors of our dynasty (Qing) and foster the spirit of loyalty and
patriotism...... For history lessons, the charts of the past emperors should be posted on the
wall, so that they can be memorized by students without detailed description.”® The
Presented Regulation of Senior School stipulated: “The essence is to describe the general
history of the past dynasties since the Yellow Emperor, Yao and Shun, let students know the
world's evolution from ancient fimes; there are more and more neighboring countries and
new instruments; in particular, stress the policy of benevolence of our dynasty, let students
know the merits of the emperors, foster the self-confidence and loyalty of the nation”*. It



was further elaborated in the Presented Regulation of High School that: “First, introduce the
Chinese history, enumerate the great events of the past emperors, narrate the merits of the
emperors of our dynasty and the great events of China in the past century; second, narrate
the deeds of loyal and wise people in the past and today, academic, technical and political
changes, military strength, progress in agriculture, industry and commerce, changes in folk
customs, etc.®

It can be seen from the above school regulations that the Qing government regulated
history in three different contexts: First, foster the nation’s loyalty to the imperial system;
second, strengthen students’ identification of "our dynasty” with the Qing dynasty; third,
arouse the nation’s self-confidence. In the history education of senior school, it was specially
mentioned to “describe the general history of the past dynasties since the Yellow Emperaor,
Yao and Shun”. The history textbooks complied under this guideline would inevitably
confuse new and old historiographies to some extent. P. Burke pointed out in discussing the
modern European knowledge that, In the so-called revolutions in knowledge in early modern
times of Europe — the renaissance, the Scientific Revolution and the Enlightenment — some
preexistent public or practical knowledge was legitimized through a certain academic
establishment when it became apparent gradually (especially when printed).?® In contrast,
the modern Chinese knowledge based on translation had a quite complicated process of
systematization and socialization, and involves such problems as China-West, China-Japan,
ancient times and today, refinement and popularity. However, in historically modern times,
history textbooks of the late Qing dynasty emerged in a way similar to the modern
revolutions in knowledge of Europe — turning the existing histerical knowledge into the
“modernized history” that met the ruler’s requirements and did not breach the trend of the
times.

2, Narratives of the Yellow Emperor in history textbocks of the late Qing
dynasty

In 1903, when some modern intellectuals in Tokyo were creating the tfradition of the
Yellow Emperor and instigating the “Yellow Emperor fever”’, textbooks produced in large
numbers in China showed anocther reproduction process of the Yellow Emperor knowledge.
Under the Qing government's guideline “The essence is to describe the general history of
the past dynasties since the Yellow Emperor, Yao and Shun”, the Yellow Emperor appeared
in all history textbooks as the origin of the imperial pedigree.

Among all history textbooks published in the late Qing dynasty, Xia Zengyou's The
Latest Chinese History Textbook for High Schoof published in 1904 was renowned as the
“first well-known general history of the new format’, This book had some new features in
style and content. It abandoned the past chronological and biographical styles, narrated the
contents in chapters, and reduced the narratives of the past emperors greatly. This book
divided the Chinese history into some periods and regarded the “Three Kings and Five
Emperors” — the origin of the imperial genealogy- as the "Unclear Age”. The concept
“Unclear Age” proposed by Xia Zengyou was much advocated by later historians. However,



it can be known from reading that the editor did not deny the legitimacy of the Yellow
Emperor as the origin of writing of the Chinese history, “Therefore, to speak of the credible
history of China, we must begin with the Yan and Yeliow Emperors.”™’ Moreover, compared
to other contemporary history textbooks, the narratives of the Yellow Emperor were
unusually lengthy. The editor thought, “The battle between the Yellow Emperor and Chi You
was the origin of national competition and the foundation on which today’s society is built.”®
He added, “All cultural elements of China today were invented by the Yellow Emperor.”?®
Accordingly, the editor alleged that,®® “It is undoubted that the Chinese culture was
originated from the Yellow Emperor.” *' Though the Yellow Emperor period could be called
the “Unclear Age”, the editor who denied the Theory of the Western Origin of the Chinese
civilization believed that the Chinese civilization/culture had its own origin from the
perspective of historical evolutionism.

Xia Zengyou’s history textbook became a reference for many editors of history
textbooks. New Siyle Chinese History by Lu Duanting et al claimed that “Events after the
Yellow Emperor were slightly justifiable”?, which was similar to Xia's views. However, from
the perspective of history education of high and primary schools, Xia's book contained
ancient history only and slightly abstruse and was unsuitable as a textbook. Therefore, in
order to understand the narratives of the Yellow Emperor in the history textbooks of the jate
Qing dynasty, we should examine texts of practical value.

In 1904, The Latest Chinese History Textbook (for primary school) by Yao Zuyi was
published by The Commercial Press. The contents on the Yellow Emperor were seen
following “Three Kings” (Lesson 1) and *Fuxi and Shennong (the god of farming)” (Lesson 2).
The editor alleged, “The Chinese history originated from Emperors Yao and Shun and has
been over 4,000 years from today. The history beyond Yao and Shun is unjustifiable.” He
also thought “China was civilized since the Five Empercrs.” By referring to Fuxi, Shennong,
the Yellow Emperor, Yao and Shun as the “Five Emperors”, this book adopted the pedigree
of the Five Emperors in /nfrigues of the Warring States — Zhao State and Exterior
Commentaries on Zhouyi — On Xi Ci (). The narratives of the Yellow Emperor were
extracted from Historical Records - Biographies of the Five Emperors™: "The Yellow
Emperor was the first emperor of China.” “China was actually unified by the Yellow Emperor.
He also established the morals and his first wife Leizu started agriculture to benefit all
generations. In comparison with Fuxi and Shennong, it is known that the Yellow Emperor
was the emperor who unified China. No sign of influence by racial evolutionism can be seen
from this texdbock. The Lafest Chinese History Textbook (for senior school) by Yao Zuyi
pubiished by The Commercial Press in 1906 has a similar narrative framework as the former
and highlights the status of the Yellow Emperor as the first ancestor of the Chinese
civilization in the narratives of the Yellow Emperor’s civil and military accomplishments®.

In 1908, Zhao Zhengduo's History Textbook for Senior School published by China Bock
Company can be known as the mix of the history of evolution and traditional history. Two
points are noteworthy in Lesson 3 of this book®: One is the Yellow Emperor of the “Chinese
blood”, and the other the Yellow Emperor realized the transition from a chieftain tribal



country to @ monarchal country and finally founded the “Great Empire” of the Chinese blood.
Furthermore, in Lesson 4, the third feature of the Yellow Emperor is described: the founder
of the Chinese civilization®.

Yao’s and Zhao's textbooks were aimed at school students and prepared in the
chronological order pursuant to the Presented School Regulation in several volumes for
several semesters. The other textbooks published contemporarily had largely the same
features. In addition, there is also a kind of simplified readers “prepared specially for poor
students who are unable to receive regular education"®, of which Fu Guangnian’s Simplified
History Textbook published by The Commercial Press in 1906 was typical. This book has
one volume only and stresses the Yellow Emperor is the “ancestor of the yellow race”®,
Though the word “yeliow race”(Huang zu) is a synonym of “Han people” (Han ze)and
“Chinese blood’(Hua zhong) in its introduction, the editor selected “yellow race” because he
wanted to define the origin of the Chinese “race” strictly in terms of cultural origin®.

In sum of above, it is easy to see that narratives of the Yellow Emperor are largely the
same from book to book. The common point of all textbooks is the Theory of Five
Elements(Wu Xing Shuo) in which the Yellow Emperor is the Emperor of Earth. Apart from
some expressional differences, it can be judged that the narratives of the Yellow Emperor in
textbooks of the late Qing dynasty are copies of the ancient texts: the Yellow Emperor was
the chieftain of a tribe primitive times and the first emperor who unified China; the Yellow
Emperor was the integrator of the Chinese civilization and the creator of the genealogy of
civilization. However, some textbooks allege the Yellow Emperor was the ancestor of the
Han people = the Chinese blood = the yellow race, and aim to regulate the racial attribute of
the Chinese with the self-perceived modern racial sense, and narrate the Yellow Emperor’s
deeds from the perspective of competition for existence. Therefore, it can be said that
though the narratives of the Yellow Emperor in history textbooks are affected by modern
nationalism, they are mainly a modern reproduction of the Yellow Emperor’s knowledge in
the ancient texts.

3. Narratives of the Yellow Emperor in history textbooks during the early
Republican China period

Some people might say that under the Manchu rule, it is easy to understand that the
Yellow Emperor did not appear as the nationalistic symbol in the officially approved
textbooks. Then, after the Manchu rule collapsed, did the relevant chapters in textbooks
change? On January 19, 1912, the Interim Measures for General Education enacted by the
newly founded Republican China required that the contents advocating the Manchu
government should be cancelled, and the other sections should be revised by the producers
and users of the textbooks*’, On December 2, 1912, the Implementing Rules of the High
School Order Promulgated by the Ministry of Education stipulated that, “The essence of
history lessons is to make students know the historical great events, the nation’s evolution,
and the changes of society and the country, paying special atiention to the reason for the
political change and the foundation of Republican China.”*' Later, the Teaching Rules and



Curricula of Primary School Enacted by the Ministry of Education (December 1912) stated,
“The essence of the Chinese history subject is to make children know the form of
government roughly and develop the national sentiment. It is advisable to briefly introduce
the nation-founding merits of the Yellow Emperor, the past great men’s words and deeds,
the historical evolution of East Asia, the building of Republican China, and the
Chinese-foreign relations in the past century.”** The above two ordinances stressed the
significance of foundation of Republican China, and the latter required that the Yellow
Emperor’s “nation-founding merits” should be “introduced briefly” only.

At that time, Chinese Textbook for Senior School co-authored by Gao Fenggqian, Zhang
Yuanji and Jiang Weiqiao was renamed as Defaifed Explanation of the Lately Revised
Chinese Texthook (8 volumes). The editors said in explaining the aim of compitation, “This
book aims to educate the Republican nation, with focus on patriotism, teamwork, evolution,
independence, etc.”® This is to replace “loyalty to the emperor”, “constitutionalism” in the
textbooks of the late Qing dynasty with the "Republican nation,”** so is in history textbooks.
A“corrected” version of Zhao Zhengduc’s textbook as quoted above was published in March
1912. Compared to the original version, only a few words were changed and two lessons
added at the end. Lesson 71 writes, “However, the Qing government did not stop its pursuit
for autocracy, suppressed the press, destroyed the people’s party and cheated the nation in
the name of constitutionalism, while the people’s hatred is increasingly strong.” Lesson 72
discusses the rise of the Revolution of 1911 and the foundation of Republican China, and
writes, “The absolute monarchy will never appear in China in the future, and we can enjoy
the pleasure of republicanism and freedom.”® The relationship between textbook and
national politics can be known from the editor’s note of the Republican textbook New History
(1) compiled by Fu Yunsen. This book was intended to make children “develop the concept
of respecting the quintessence of culture and uniting all peoples, and lay the national
foundation of Republican China.” (Clause 2) “After the foundation of Republican China, the
five major peoples were united into one, so this book pays particular attention to the unity of
the territory, the harmony among the races; all outstanding heroes of the five major peoples
will be included in this book for children to read. Be sure to make this book common to the
five major peoples of Republican China.” (Clause 3)* Correspondingly, New History states,
“In primitive times, China was inhabited by the Miac people; later, Westerners immigrated to
China and the culture rose gradually, our race was later called Zhonghua, namely today’s
Han people. This is also why China is also known as Zhonghua.”*" Accordingly, it can be
said that in the “latest’, “revised” textbooks reedited by different publishing houses, the
Yellow Emperor, once reputed as the nationalistic symbol by a few modern intellectuals, did
not get any special treatment in the early Republican China period when the "five major
peoples are united”.

However, in the new era, the narratives of the Yellow Emperor changed slightly in stress.
The Yellow Emperor’s image in New History quoted above changed“sz The Yeliow Emperor
killed Chi You who was “warlike” and “competed with Shennong”, unified China and opened
up the new style of civilization. “All people led a peaceful life”, and “all seigneurs were



attached to him.” The Yellow Emperor’s image as a benevolent emperor was created, which
differed slightly from the stress on the Yeliow Emperor’s military merits in the history
textbooks of the late Qing dynasty. The section “Unity of Republican China” at the end of
Volume 4 writes: “With the foundation of Republican China, our whole nation, regardless of
race or religion, will have equal rights and obligations and common interests, and must actin
the same mind to shoulder the country’s heavy task.”*® It was under such guideline that the
narratives of primitive times and the Yellow Emperor in Lesson 1 of Violume 5 for the first
semester of the third year of senior school also changed™: The editor first describes that
China has been a multi-ethnic country from ancient times, the Miao people not only was the
oldest ethnic group but also had a high level of civilization; the Han people were a
conquering people from the West, introduced an advanced culture into China and procured
political integration. In the pedigree of the Three Kings and Five Emperors, though the
Yellow Emperor was still important, it seemed that his status was not prominent; instead,
what was noticeable were Emperors Shun and Yu who were respected by the later
generations for “serving the people” all through their lives. It seemed that Sun Yat-sen’s
replacement by President Yuan Shikai appeared in the editor's mind.

Like in the late Qing dynasty, the textbooks of the early Republican China period are
similar to one another. If the narratives of the Yellow Emperor in the above textbooks are
read in conjunction with the relevant narratives in other textbooks, the narrative continuity of
the Yellow Emperor is obvious: The Yellow Emperor is the emperor who unified China and
the sage ruler who developed China’s civilization energetically; where the Yellow Emperor's
deeds are involved, the ancient texts are followed. Of course, while the textbooks of the
early Republican China period followed such appeliations as “China®, *Zhonghua’, “Chinese
blood”, “Chinese”, the importance of “country’ was stressed. In the eyes of the editors, the
modern country can be traced back continuously to the “country” founded by the Yellow
Emperor, who was not only the first ancestor of the Han people but also the “original
ancestor” who constructed the country of China. In response to the call for the “unity of the
five major peoples’, the editors stressed the realistic significance of the historical narratives,
“In sum, the time-honored Chinese culture is not the credit of any single people; foday’s
transformation from autarchy to republicanism is also the joint effort the five major peoples,
Therefore, it will depend on their unity to build a developed and stable country in the future.”
51

It can be seen that the textbooks of the early Republican China period did not create the
self-perceived sense of the Yellow Emperor as the nationalistic symbol intentionally. In fact,
since Xia Zengyou, there have been doubts about the Yellow Emperor period except Gu
Jiegang. After Fu Yunsen's Newly Edited History Textbook was first published in 1924, it was
republished 20 times in one year only. The book clearly states, “Though primitive historical
events have been narrated by the later generations, most of these narratives are
unbelievable. Therefore, the period of the Three Kings and Five Emperors can only be
regarded as an unclear age™?. More textbooks simply took the Yellow Emperor period as
the beginning of a remote civilized age and did not highlight the symbolic meaning of
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national identification of the Yellow Emperor. After 1929, even when the National
Government commended the Yellow Emperor, some textbooks were already avoiding the
Three Kings and Five Emperors, some gave only a few lines of description and some gave
the exact records in Historical Records™. It should be known that some of these textbooks
were textbooks approved by the Republican government™, and some were complied in
compliance with the primary school curriculum standard revised by the Ministry of
Education®. Accordingly, if we look at the warld in these textbooks and the real political
world, we can feel a contradiction: With the textbook style being aligned with the history of
human evolution and the ecological history of civilization, the position of narratives of the
Yeliow Emperor are more and more insignificant in the primitive history: in real politics, the
Yellow Emperor is being introduced from primitive times to today’s China and esteemed as
the first ancestor of the modern country and nation — the Chinese nation.

1. Portraits of the Yellow Emperor in history textbooks

Then, from the textbooks of the late Qing dynasty and the early Republican China
period, can’'t we capture any trace of the modern Han nationalism? Before answering this
question, let's take a brief look at the intention of the textbook producers (editors and
publishers).

The “editor’s note” section of these textbooks is full of words on how to tailor books to
students, and the editors often claim to make students know China’s “national humiliations”
from the glorious past to the depressing modern times, and these textbooks usually describe
the present in detail and the past briefly. However, the description of the national
humiliations of “cession of territory payment of indemnity” is likely to connect with the
corruption and incapability of the Qing government. Therefore, the textbook editors took the
tactic of plain narration carefully. For example, General New History, copied from History of
Asia complied by the Japan Academy of Teaching Methods of Middle-level Subjects, alleges,
“This book gives more detail about modern events of our country, but only those great
events are recorded in a plain manner without comment, because the editor has limited
knowledge and dares not add his personal views.”® However, from another perspective,
namely the textbook reviewers of the Qing government, some textbook editors expressed
the “nationalistic” emotion of anti-Manchu revolution either intentionally or unintentionally. In
1905, Song Shu, councilor of the Educational Affairs Office of Shandong Province, pointed
out in a textbook review report that, “The books newly translated and edited in Shanghai
have diverse aims. In the subject of history, the books contain nationalistic contents and
even express the treasonous intention of anti-Manchu revolution.”®” It turned out that Song
Shu found three “reactionary” history textbooks in the 17 history and geography textbooks
submitted for review by Wu Lingxiang, Commissioner of the Book Censorship under the
Office®®. As a result, these three textbooks, published by The Commercial Press and
Wenming Press, were banned®. The seemingly “reactionary” act in these books actually
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reflected the “anti-Manchu” consciousness of the Han nation long-hidden in the mind of the
editors and publishers. The author has also found surprisingly from the textbooks some
editors intentionally imitated the Yellow Emperor’s portrait drawn by members of the
Revolutionary Party.

Generally, in the junior and senior school textbooks of the late Qing dynasty and the
early Republican China period, the editors would insert a lot of charts and figures into the
text. Among the textbooks of the late Qing dynasty read by me, the Yellow Emperor's
portrait is not much seen. Among these few portraits of the Yellow Emperor, two are
notewarthy, which are included two versions of a textbook by the same author: Ding
Baoshu's Chinese History Textbook for Rudimentary Education published by Wenming
Press®.

Figure 2

Figure 1 is the portrait of a crowned emperor: His head is inclined left slightly, his left ear
half exposed, his right ear covered, but his face round, his nose sharp and the eyes small,
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and his face is almost covered by the long beard. He is between civil and military styles.
Figure 2 is vague. His head is inclined left slightly, his facial profile bold, his head wrapped
with a square scarf, his eyebrows are thick, his eyes are deep, his left ear exposed, his right
ear covered, his nose bridge upright and his beard thick and long. He is strong and powerful,
like the chieftain of a hunting tribe. The original of Figure 1 is entirely different from that of
Figure 2, but above both head portraits it writes: “the Yellow Emperor, the conqueror of
tribes”. The narratives of the Yellow Emperor are also the same®:

There is fertile land where the Yellow River runs through. The Han people in primitive
times moved here from the northwest. The population propagated gradually and was
divided into many tribes, with a chieftain each, dealing with fishing, hunting,
stockbreeding, farming, medicine, textile, etc. This was an age of chieftain other than
emperor. The Yellow Emperor, one of the chieftains, conquered the tribes and
extended the territory to the Yangtze River. He was knowledgeable, so he created
written language, made vessels and vehicles, and laid the foundation of China's
political unity. China became civilized and entered the monarchic age from then on.

in terms of Chinese racial origin, Ding Baoshu still followed the view that the “Han”
peopte came from the northwest. However, China's ancient history was divided into two
periods in terms of civilization evolution: the tribal chieftainship period and the monarchic
period. The Yellow Emperor carried on the past and opened up a way for the future and was
the last chieftain and the first emperor. In the comparison of the above figures, if we say
Figure 1 represents the Yellow Emperor’s kingship, Figure 2 reflects the features of the
Yellow Emperor as the last chieftain in the Chinese history.

The contents of Chinese History Textbook for Rudimentary Education are very unusual
in the history textbooks of the late Qing dynasty. Why two different portraits appear in the
same textbook? Why so different? In the textbooks published in the early Republican China
period, | see two other portraits of the Yellow Emperor different from above, one is the
Yellow Emperor’s portrait in Revised Brief Chinese History Textbook edited by Jiang
Weiqiao and Practical History Textbook edited by Wang Fenggqi (Figure 3), and the other in
Fu Yunsen's Newly Edited History Textbook (Figure 4).

Figure 3
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Figure 4

Figure 3 is the Yellow Emperor’s bust. His body is inclined right, dressed tidily, with a
crown on his head, his facial features are regular, he has the style of a civil emperor. This
figure comes from Sancai Tuhui edited by Wang Qi in the Ming dynasty™. Jiang Weiqiao’s
book writes, “Our country was formerly inhabited by the Miao people, and then the Han
people came from the West”, which is similar to Ding Baoshu's book, while the remaining is
different from the original version®. The theory of historical evolution in Wang Fenggqi’s
textbook is interconnected with Jiang Weigiao’s book and even Ding Baoshu's book, but the
words “the first ancestor who built the country” and “founded the united empire” are common
to the textbooks of the early Republican China period®.

in Figure 4, the Yellow Emperor is dressed in the imperial robe and seems to be guiding
the people. Side note: The Yellow Emperor opened up wells and fields, made clothes and
built camps. He symbolizes settled farming life. The Yellow Emperor is a symbol of unity and
culture of China.

It can be said the above four portraits of the Yellow Emperor are illustrations of the
corresponding expressions. The reading of the Yellow Emperor’s portraits in the textbooks
seems can stop here. However, if we further study the sources of the four portraits, we can
find that there are still issues to be discussed. Figure 3 is a copy from Sancai Tuhui of the
Ming dynasty and is not discussed here; Figure 4 is usual in painted tiles of the Han dynasty
and is also used in the modern high school history textbooks of China. But where are
Figures 1 and 2 from? Though Figure 1 seems lightly uncivilized, he still looks like an
emperor because he is crowned; but Figure 2 is distinct from the past portraits of the Yellow
Emperor, and is neither the image of any emperor in the Confucian imperial pedigree nor the
image of any immortal in Tacism. Where is its original? It is necessary to make further
studies.

Among the anti-Manchu revolution journals published in Tokyo, Japan in the late Qing
dynasty had two different portraits of the Yellow Emperor in succession, being the print of
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Figure 5% and the sketch of Figure 6°°. Figure 6 further derived Figures 7%, 8% and 9.
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Figure 6, Jiangsu, No.3 (1903)
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Figure 7, Soul of the Yellow Emperor (1903)

15



.......

- ';gﬁzﬂﬁ“‘?fw-wim '
Figure 8, Nationalistic Journal, No.4 (1905)
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Figure 9, The Civic Magazine, No.4 (1805)

Figures 6, 7, 8 and 9 were published on Jiangsu (1903), Souf of the Yelfow Emperor
(1903), Nationalistic Journal (1905) and The Civic Magazine (1905} in succession. Ishikawa
has already investigated the relationships among these figures, which are largely approved
by me. My different views will be discussed later. According to my preliminary study, the
original of Figure 2 seems to lie in Figures 6, 7, 8 and 9. It is easy to see by comparing
Figures 6, 7, 8 and 9 that though these figures have some differences, there is a very
obvious successive relationship. Figure 2 is similar to these figures in composition. Then,
which of these figures is the closest to Figure 2? Or from which of these figures is Figure 2
inspired? The author’s speculation is Figure 9 in The Civic Magazine. A collateral evidence
is the portrait of “Mo-tzu, the first egalitarian and philanthropist of the world” included in The
Civic Magazine is identical with that of “Mo-tzu, the master of handicrafts” on Page 10 of
Ding’s book. Moreover, it is also possible for Figure 2 to refer to Figure 8 temporally.

Ding Baoshu's textbook was first published in 1903 or 1904. The two different versions
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read by me had the back cover missed, so itis unknown when it was published. However, it
can be inferred from the words “Reviewed by the Ministry of Education” on the front cover
that both versions were published after 19067°. By comparing it with Chinese Geography
Textbook for Primary Education also published by Wenming Press in 1908, it is further
inferred that Ding Baoshu's Chinese History Textbook for Rudimentary Education collected
by the author was aiso published in 1908.

Ding Baoshu (1865/6-1935), nicknamed Yunxuan, from Waugxi, Jiangsu, had the talent of
painting in his childhood, and learned from the painters Gao yan and Yun Shouping. He later
acted as editor at Wenming Press’'. Ding’s Chinese History Textbook for Rudimentary
Education was one of the “primary education textbooks” series published by Wenming
Press. Who drew the two portraits of the Yellow Emperor (Figures 1 and 2) in Chinese
History Textbook for Rudimentary Education, republished after 1906? Since Ding was good
at painting, the Yellow Emperor’s portrait (Figure 2) based on The Civic Magazine was
possibly drawn by Ding himself. | know little about Ding Baoshu's political views. The
connection between Ding Baoshu and Liang Qichao’s New History can be known from the
editor’s note in his book. The phrase “History is a narration of events in the evolving past’ in
his book was similar to the phrase “History is a narration of events of evolution” in Liang
Qichao’s New History. In addition, in explaining why the maps since the Spring and Autumn
period were inserted into the book, he said, “This is to understand the reasons for the past
evolution and arouse peoplie’s sorrow for our country’s decline today. It is our party’s
responsibility to enrich people’s learning and eliminate the national humiliation.” What does
“our party’” mean? This is interesting. Figure 2 attached in Page 1 of the book gives a hint—
the anti-Manchu revolution party. It is meaningful that these signs of the editor’s political
inclination were ignored by the reviewers at the Ministry of Education, who gave the
following comments (abstract). “There are few any national history textbooks suitable for
junior school. This book infroduces unique views about evolution and is therefore useful.”
(See the book containing Figure 2.) Peter Zarrow once introduced the moral and political
knowledge communicated by this textbook, which was approved by the Ministry of
Education, in his paper. He believes the editor and the officials of the Ministry of Education
expected to "arouse students’ patriotism” through this book’. Maybe this is the expressed
intention of this textbook. However, based on the words in and under the Yellow Emperor’s
ilustration in this book, it is doubtful whether Ding Baoshu and the officials of the Ministry of
Education meant the same by “arousing students’ patriotism”.

In sum, the Yellow Emperor’s portraits before modern times came from two sources.
One is the Yellow Emperor’s porirait in the Confucian imperial pedigree as described above,
indicating that the Yellow Emperor was the first “emperor” to open up the Chinese civilization;,
the other is the Yellow Emperor's portrait in Tacism not covered by this paper, in which the
celestial Yellow Emperor was a symbol of eternity. In the textbooks of the late Qing dynasty,
| have only seen two portraits different from above in Ding Baoshu’s book — one was similar
to the past ones but slightly different (Figure 1), while the other (Figure 2) showed the
involvement of anti-Manchu factors in the late Qing dynasty. ishikawa followed Sun Longji's
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vision and investigated the textual continuity of the Theory of Western Origin. According to
this idea, the editor recorded in Feng Ziyou's memoir that he had been to the National Diet
Library of Japan (not founded then) to look for anything that could be taken as the original of
the Yellow Emperor’s portrait, and used the historical flashback method to compare the
relationship among the Yellow Emperor’s portraits on different journals published by the
anti-Manchu revolutionary intellectuals in an attempt to find out signs of the Yellow
Emperor’s portrait from Emperor Meiji’s photo. in fact, by analyzing the two different portraits
of the Yellow Emperor, we can see that the Yellow Emperorin Figures 6,7, 8 and 9 has a
rugged facial profile and is mighty, indicating that this person was from the “uncivilized” age;
its original is neither the photo the Japanese emperor who praised himself as “civilized”
nor the portrait of a seif-admiring noble; instead, it locks like the chieftain of a tribe. The
Yeliow Emperor dressed in a campaign gown and holding a long dagger in Figure 5 was
clearly from a heroic figure in Chinese opera.

Though the Yellow Emperor’s portrait drawn by the anti-Manchu revolutionary
intellectuals in the late Qing dynasty was seen in Ding Baoshu's textbook, it was no longer
spread with the ending of the anti-Manchu revolution. The two portraits (Figures 3 and 4) of
the Yellow Emperor found in the textbooks of the early Republican China period were quite
symbolistic, in which the Yellow Emperor restored his “original appearance”; the first
Chinese emperor and the origin of civilization. This Yellow Emperor cannot be the one born
in Tokyo in 1903, because the one built for some inteliectuals had already died with the
victory of the Revolution of 1911; itis not the one who has been propagandized for a century,
too, because this was a traditional invention in the context of another modern country.

v, Conclusion: Narratives and Counter-narratives of the Yellow Emperor

Above, this paper describes a portrait of Yellow Emperor with historical continuity and
discontinuity by investigating the Yellow Emperor (texts and pictures) represented in the
textbooks of the late Qing dynasty and the early Republican China period and points out the
limit of the Yellow Emperor as the nationalistic symbol. As far as the narrative continuity of
the Yellow Emperor is concerned, the relationship between the narratives of the Yellow
Emperor in the textbooks and the ancient texts verifies that Wang Mingke’s narratives of the
modern Yellow Emperor are based ancient texts; though the Yellow Emperor as the
nationalistic symbol outlined by Shen Songqiao et al has an anti-Manchu feature, such
concepts as racial competition, evolution of civilization, country/empire in nationalistic
narratives are reflected in his textbook either explicitly or implicitly. The Yellow Emperor
placed in the disposition of textbook is characterized by discontinuity from the ancient
knowledge about the Yellow Emperor. Apart from these obvious similarities and differences,
it is worth thinking that the writing change of the Yellow Emperor from tribe to the Han nation
and finally to the first ancestor of the Chinese nation implies a modern nation was reguiating
history by virtue of textbook. As the “mother” who helped the Yellow Emperor fo create
civilization, Leizu was described a bit in the chapters about the Yellow Emperor of the history
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textbooks of the late Qing dynasty and the early Republican China period, and then had a
reduced weight in these textbooks along with the Yellow Emperor. In the writings about the
Yellow Emperor magnified by the languages of the modern countries and the huge rays of
the Yellow Emperor, this “mother” should be unknown by people. The history education of
the late Qing dynasty laid particular stress on the political unity from localities to the whole
country, and thought “in particular, we should introduce local history first and collect the
deeds of the local sages and officials.” However, “locai history” was put on a very
unimportant position from the beginning of Republican China and covered by the modern
national language ~ a uniform, odd nation was covering a traditional empire made up of
non-uniform and plural elements.

Where was the Yellow Emperor in the modemn language from? This was a concern to
Sun Longji and Ishikawa Yoshihiro. They investigated the comings and goings of the theory
that the Yellow Emperor originated from Babylon accepted by Jiang Zhiyou et al in the late
Qing dynasty starting with the Theory of Western Origin of the Chinese race, and revealed
the discontinuity between the modern and ancient languages on the Yellow Emperor.
However, while criticizing the ideological contents of the Yellow Emperor's myth, they used
the essentialist approach to spread the anti-Manchu intellectuals’ language on the Yellow
Emperor in the late Qing dynasty to all narratives in the late Qing dynasty and even the 20"
century. This paper gives a somewhat different answer by investigating the narratives of the
Yellow Emperor in textbooks.

Before the early 20"™ century, it was generally thought that the Yellow Emperor
originated from a Chinese fribe in the Yellow River basin, and his ancestral origin should not
be farther than the Kunlun Mountains. In 1894, Terriende Laconpérie proposed in Western
Origin of Chinese Primitive Civilization (1894) that “the Chinese nation was from Chaldea”™*.
This theory was followed in Chinese Civilization History (1900) by Shirakawa Kenjiro, et al™®,
then by A Study of Chinese Race by Guan Yun (Jiang Zhiyou)’, later entered the Chinese
context and derived different copies’’. Miao Fenglin had already dealt with this very early”®.
However, the time limit and influence of his proposition “the Theory of Western Origin has
been the final conclusion for a long time” are to be further discussed. This is because though
Jiang Zhiyou’'s A Study of Chinese Race (1903) had great influence among the Chinese
intellectuals studying in Japan after it was published on Xinmin Congbao successively™, his
view was far from a "final conclusion” in the history textbooks published contemporarily. In
fact, except Liu Shipei’s Chinese History Textbook™, none of the over 30 school textbooks
used by schools in the late Qing dynasty stated definitely that the Han people was from
Babylon. On the confrary, Xia Zengyou's The Latest Chinese History Textbook for High
School published in 1904 criticized clearly that “this theory was a fallacy of composition” in
respect of the Chinese race® . After Xia Zengyou’s book was published, it was republished
repeatedly. lts sixth edition was published in 1906 and became the original imitated and
copied by many textbooks, so its influence couldn’t be small.

In addition, though Terriende Laconpérie’'s Theory of Western Origin of the Chinese
race was introduced into China via Japan, in the Japanese Asian history textbooks as a key
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version source of the history textbooks of the late Qing dynasty, the Theory of Western
Origin of the Chinese race had no position yet. These textbooks influenced the textbooks of
the late Qing dynasty so deeply that as described in the editor’s note to Ding Baoshu'’s
Chinese History Textbook for Rudimentary Education, “In recent years, most schools have
used Japanese books as a reference in the compilation of textbooks, such as General
History of China, Brief History of Asia”®*. General History of China here was written by Naka
in Chinese in 1888 and later used as a basis for Liu Yizheng to compile his Brief History of
the Past Dynasties {Jiangchu Publishing House); Brief History of Asia is the Chinese
translation of Middle-leve! Asian History by Naka'’s student Kuwahara published in 1898 and
was more influential®. Except the translated name Brief History of Asia (there were different
translated versions under the same name), this book was also refranslated into different
versions for publication, such as Middle-level Asian History Textbook, High School National
Textbook and Chinese History, and became the sample imitated and copied by many history
textbooks®*. General History of China claims that the ancestars of the Han people lived in
the “north of the northern mountains®®®, while Kuwabara Jitzuz's Middle-feve/ Asian History
claims that the Han people moved from the “northwest” to the hinterland gradually®. No sign
of origin from Babylon can be found.

In fact, based on the author’s knowledge from reading textbooks, the spatial limits of the
‘west” in the Theory of Western Origin are generally defined, being the “Kunlun Mountains”
or the “Pamirs”, and are rarely extended west to Babylon in the two rivers basin. For
example, in Lesson 1 “Origin of the Han People in China” of Latest Chinese History
Textbook for Junior Schoof published by the Shanghai Literature Society in 1904, the editor
alleged that the central plaints were occupied by the Miao people in primitive times; later, the
Han people moved east from the Pamirs in the west along the river and finally settled on the
fertile land on both sides of the Yellow River®”. This coincides with the narratives of China’s
“territory” in the geography textbooks published contemporarily®.

In the author’s opinion, we should rather study the “implications” of the Theory of
Western Origin in the context of social evolutionism rather than discuss whether the Han
people/Yellow Emperor was from Babylon repeatedly. In the context of evolutionism,
“survival of the fittest” implies the reality of “the superior West and the inferior East” or “the
winning West and the losing East’. The intellectuals in the late Qing dynasty dislocated the
Han people/Yellow Emperor spatially and eulogized the history of “conquest” of the Han
people/Yellow Emperor complacently. This actually implies that the Han people have the
historical resources of “survival of the fittest” on the evolutionist sense. Doesn'’t this fit the
purpose of “building up patriotism and making the race stronger” of these textbooks? It is
meaningful that compared to the textbooks of the late Qing dynasty, such Theory of Western
Origin of the Chinese race on the evolutionist sense was stressed in the textbooks of the
early Republican China period. More and more textbooks asserted that the Han people
came from the west, and some narrated the primitive history under the framework of
aborigines and conquerors clearly. New-style Hisfory Textbook, first published in 1916 and
reviewed by the Ministry of Education, claims that, “China is located in the southeast of Asia;
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the primitive people were roughly divided into two groups; the Miao people resided here first,
and the Chinese rose from the Pamirs, moved east gradually and propagated in the Yellow
River basin; while the Miao people moved south gradually, their land was occupied by
Chinese™™. In 1922, Fu Yunsen wrote in newly published New-method History Textbook that:
‘Based on historian and ethnologist studies, the Chinese nation came from the western
plateaus, moved east along the Kuniun Mountains to the Yellow River basin and then spread
over the country gradually.”®

Somebody might ask that though the narratives of the Yellow Emperor in history
textbooks doubt his cultural hegemony in terms of medern nationalism, what effects has
such narratives regulated by the textbooks had on readers? In the absence of textbook
readers, the author cannot listen to their voice and give an answer. In reading texibooks of
different versions, | have found that a reader wrote affixed “Liu Songlin’s seal” on the title
page of each of the four volumes of Yao Zuyi’s The Latest Chinese History Textbook (for
senior school). This reader was not interested in Volumes 1 and 2 at all, and no sign of
reading could be seen; he was particularly interested in the history following the South Song
dynasty in Volumes 3 and 4, especially the late Ming and early Qing dynasties. He altered
“our soldiers” fo “Qing soldiers”, “our dynasty” to “Qing dynasty”, and made head notes in
some sections densely, even longer than the text™. It turns out that his anti-Manchu
nationalism was not based on the identification with the Yellow Emperor but the retrospect of
the past Ming dynasty. Gu Jiegang, who broke the myth of the Yellow Emperor, once said,
“Of course, everyone recognizes the Three Kings and Five Emperors as the earliest
emperors and a few scholar-bureaucrats are still having nice dreams. But what does this
have anything to do with the public? Which of this has affected their lives?®" In face of Liu
Songlin’s voice, if the “public” or “few scholar-bureaucrats” in Gu Jiegang’s article is
replaced by the anti-Manchu revolutionary intellectuals in the late Qing dynasty, how far can
our imagination of the nationalistic imaginations of the Yellow Emperor in the late Qing
dynasty go?

Notes

' In the mid Qing dynasty, the first volume of Cui shu's Suppfementary Investigative Records of Primitive
Times doubted that Confucius’s proposition "The Yellow Emperor was born a god, could speak and was
wise in his childhood, intelligent in his adulthood” (Da Dai Li Ji, Velume 7, Merits of the Five Emperors) “was
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abstract
“Continuity” and “Discontinuity” : The Narratives of Huang Ti in the History Textbooks during the

Early 20th Century

Sun Jiang
In the study of the origin of Chinese civilization, it is debatable about Huang Ti's identity. There are two
approaches: one is to emphasize that the memory of Huang Ti was broken by the influence of the Nationalism and
the other believes the memory has been continuous. By discussing the narratives and images of Huang Ti in the
history textbooks published during the early 20th century, this article shifts the focus of studying Huang Ti from 2
man in the political world to the one in the everyday world. From this article, we will see a different Huang Ti who

has two sides of memories— “continuity” and “discontinuity”. {
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view become internalized? In this essay I examine the process by which
modetmn norms for women were created by focusing on media for women.
First, I survey the circumstances regarding the consumption of the Lienii
zhuan before the modern period as a prehistory leading up to the publication
of women's biographies(Jpn. nyoden, %) in women's magazines, and the
changes in more recent times. Second, focusing on the new media of
women's magazines, I evaluate the kind of change that emerged in women's
biographies as a result of the interaction between new views of womanhood
based on Christian norms and the customary Confilcian view of women.
Third, treating three texts from a collection of biographies of Western
women as “informanis" on women's biographies published in women's
magazines in the early period, I study the social function of women's
biographies as a "discourse of wisdom". In conclusion, when we seek to
comprehend women's biographies as a normative discourse within the
development of modern Japanese history, we can discuss the origination of
female representations like “patriotic heroines” and "nation-saving maidens”
being put forth as important themes to imperial Japan as a nation-state.

Key words : Liv Xiang's Biographies of Exemplary Women, worthy mother
and virtuous wife, women's magazines, biographies of western
wamen, patriotic heroines, representation of woman
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Aoz 53] Zxder & A2 WS T 92 F3 MY AFAM g0l ¢
2R g dare AW, 53 349 AFR4He] YR =S
t Aotk AAA AT oA E w2 o] ohfgt I iR fFE &S
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174171 oz} BAE 4% 2o A4 71, AF T2 $F ulgh A4
(racial knowledge) 9] A4l/AAFL WA YL FXAE AFF4/F
F5 (racism) 9} ol - U 3HA GFE Aol%ith oj9} A A A7
TRE, 53] TAERCUSS 4302 AAY AF Ao tig 4771 &
S| AAA, 2 UF A digh AEEe] dojo] 2EHUL. o] 53
1F QE ATFY e 2y HFAo] Z2HUL B opg, AF A
o] AF GAAAM HEF oz EX5 FSo] ¥

T3 QA A QIFFe] F4] GA] 7Y F 23 FHA} F9] A
th 53 == YsE(Frank Dikotter)e] T2l F=¢ AZ2E,(The
Discourse of Race in Modern China)& =58 Fo7} 9t} % Mg &
8 55 29 TUARE P94 £AgeEN B A7 2o F0
ME ATE L o2  EET W3 & ZAES AVIE Y. 48
=0 o8 & Aldie] A5k M2 & AF A& 7ho] ofd #EAe| =
A, R A ol AU ERZYET o2 2N oy “BRA
H7F ARA LB TAY £ A, AF FA9 RIS A2Y
o, T3 "AE"Y FZ/AF BEH AT 2" AFAAL H¥FH gAL ¢
2 &o] Yo FUYA § F dEA e BA Fo] IRtk

AFRE SZRARTUAF)e o)de ZAS FA5lEA, 23 2
AF A4S ToFg SHA Ao 2y, 929 23 FAE 4718 v

1) “race” A7t sl BFAQ e Rl vl3 JIAE, I oj3e] Wgejel A
H, BE 5 5498 48 Aua itk ERA ALESE "UF e snd 329
g A7k 7R EQD FAte] tid 2o QF BE9 AFRE AZsh Yok

2) Frank Dikbter, The Discourse of Race in Modern China, Hong Kong, 1962: #B3r#
B, UERrEZ RS, IREARSER. 1999 "Racial Identities in China:Context
and Meaning", The China Querterly 138, 1994,
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Grade of Skin Color

: description of human races on Chinese and Japanese

texthooks of modern times

Sun, Jiang

This thesis is to research how racial knowledge had been reproduced and
how much meanings had been obtained in East Asia's context especially
China and Japan.

I have approached from three other levels to figure it out. First is the
spreading process of racial knowledge to East Asia. Physical anthropology
{(dividing a human race into five level) constructed by western scholars was
propagated to East Asia at modern times. In Japanese textbook of Meiji
period, five races were ordered as white was first, red was second, yellow
was middle, next was brown and the last was black. The order was premised
that Japan and China had not been civilized yet. In Chinese textbook of late
Ching dynasty and early Republic of China, "racial competition” were
described in many different ways. But there was no abasement to the yellow
race in Chinese textbook differ from Japanese. In addition, even there was
conviction that the yellow race could defeat the white in "the survival of the
fittest" social evolution

The second is "regrading” of racial knowledge. China and Japan advanced
"regrading"” of racial knowledge by different ways in their textbook each
other. Japan lifted themselves up to the equal position of white race through
"regrading” of colored races- especially the yellow. China followed Japanese
point of view and China regraded the tribes within the country such as
colored races and Myo.

In spite of different racial descriptions between Chinese textbook and
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Japanese textbook, racial knowledge on the Chinese textbook was come
from Japan. As the editor of the time recognized, contents of the textbook,
as well as form, were copied from Japanese textbook. Selecting which
knowledge could be wide spread and adoption is decided by weather the
knowledge could give satisfaction to the consumer('s demand) or not. So
consumer, sometimes, choose the knowledge old-fashioned and already
proved as an error instead of the knowledge having "political correctness”. A
racial concept of the modern times is not a biological concept but a political.
Politics may rtesolve the racial problem or deepen it in the other hand.

Key words @ Racial Knowledge, Racial Competition, Textbook, Regrading
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