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Industry, academia and government cooperation for a "creative city" in
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Hamamatsu City has enjoyed economic growth and prosperity for many decades thanks to competitive manufacturing
industries. However, this city is confronted with momentous changes in its industrial structure. Under the strained
economic conditions, Hamamatsu City settled on a comprehensive plan of cultural policy in March 2009. This plan
emphasizes transformation into a "creative city" in which the creative industry with cultural capital drives sustainable
growth. Therefore, our research project team established the Association for Creative City Hamamatsu in July 20089,
a pioneering collaboration with the Hamamatsu Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Hamamatsu Cultural Foundation,
and Hamamatsu City Government. Despite the presence of a cluster of musical instrument manufacturers, the
cultural industry including the music industry, is underdeveloped in Hamamatsu City. Thus the growth of for-profit and
non-profit arts and cultural industries, which generate jobs and income, is very important. We have recently initiated
strategic projects to network with creative people and nurture the arts and cultural industry in Hamamatsu City.
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