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Reflection of Needs from Local Residents to Facilities for Child Rearing
Support : A Practical Study on Hamamatsu Children Plaza
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Because of the deteriorating child raising environment in accordance with recent social change, people are
asking for the improvement of the public child raising support system. On the other hand, more and more
community residents are actively participating in administrative measures, especially that of community build-
ings. In November of 2001, Hamamatsu City opened the “Hamamatsu Children Plaza,” a children’s cultural
facility. In 2001 and 2002, receiving a special research grant from the Dean of the Faculty of Cultural Policy
and Management, we tried to utilize citizens’ voices in the Hamamatsu Children Plaza. Our project had two
primary elements. (1) To provide a steering committee consisting of citizens who had opportunities to attend
voluntary meetings. (2) The implementation of a large-scale investigation into current child raising conditions
in the city and the needs of the Hamamatsu Children Plaza. These findings were used as direct feedback in
the Hamamatsu Children Plaza and led to the steering committee sending a written opinion to the mayor of

Hamamatsu City.
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