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Can Foreign Residents become the Support and Driving Force of a Future
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This paper discusses the appropriate direction for a local community through a case study at a public housing in a multinational,
multilingual and multicultural setting. The results of our questionnaire survey demonstrate that not a few foreign residents in the public
housing wish to keep on staying in Japan and show a noticeable tendency to be more active in mingling with their fellow citizens and to
make more contact with Japanese residents. Considering this situation, Japanese residents are required to regard foreign residents not as
an obstacle to the self-governing organization activities but as a potential human resource for the community. Through mutual
understanding and increasing daily contacts, Japanese residents should enter into partnership with foreign neighbors as the support and
driving force of the future local community. This is not a process of resolving "foreigner related problems" in the public housing but a way of

revitalizing the local community.
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