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Research on Italian contemporary theater: jack-in-the-box of Dario Fo
2001 - 2002

Kazufumi TAKADA

Department of International Culture
Faculty of Cultural Policy and Management

This paper reports on a research project on an Italian contemporary playwright Dario Fo, who won
the Nobel Prize in Literature 1997. The project was carried out in 2001 and 2002, and its main
purpose was to put on the stage two of his comedies translated into Japanese: "Non tutti i ladri
vengono per nuocere" ("The Virtuous Burglar") and "Morte accidentale di un anarchico" ("Accidental
Death of an Anarchist"). The former is an one-act play of 1950's, when Fo was still working for the
commercial theater, and the latter is one of the most well-known pieces of his political theater written
in 1970, following the terrorist attack on a bank in downtown of Milan.

Both plays were presented for the first time in Japan. Along with the stage performances, an
exhibition to introduce Dario Fo's activity by photographs, posters and sketches, and a workshop for
actors based on typical Italian way of acting was held.
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