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Brazilian children came to Japan with their parents, most of whom are employed as
temporary foreign laborers. Most of the parents’ main purpose is to return to Brazil after earning a
sufficient sum of money. This factor negatively influences their children’ s education. However, it is
important to consider several cases in which young Brazilians came to Japan at a young age or were born
here, learned the Japanese language and culture, then were academically successful enough to enter
Japanese universities.

The adaptation of the Japanese-Brazilian children to Japan isn’ t easy. At home they usually maintain
their Brazilian customs and speak primarily Portuguese. However, the children have no links with
Brazilian society (especially those who were born in Japan), so they tend to choose Japan as their
homeland, and many of them consider themselves the same as any other Japanese child, in customs, language
and ways of thinking.
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