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A method for promotion of an art education program in elementary schools:

Communication education, “empathy” and cooperation with the artist
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This study focuses on an elementary school art education program that includes
communication education, “empathy”, and cooperation with artists. The study’s purpose is to
clarify the program’s promotion methods. Artists from different fields were interviewed and
the occurrence of obstacles if artists play a part in the program was investigated.

Results show a majority of artists replied positively to program participation; however,
there was some artist resistance. Therefore, artists were divided into categories: A type, B
type (further divisions into B.1 and B.2 types were done) and C type. Furthermore, ways to
request artist participation in the program to avoid resistance were proposed.

A types showed no resistance to this proposal; B types perceived the program as
"compulsory communication". It was desirable to show “empathy” as a method for B.1 types.
B.2 types had a flexible posture for the actions of others. This is a feature of “empathy” and
is required to show unerringly. C types revealed that it is important to have chances for
contact with the educational activating artist when the C type was young. To conclude, it is
important to make a network for artists and coordinators who can connect artists to have

the program run efficiently.

Key words: elementary schools, art, communication education, artist, “empathy”
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